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The Longest Shortest Month of the Year 

There isn’t much in February to celebrate. For most of us, 
by the time February rolls around we’re tired of winter 
and ready for spring, and that makes the shortest month of 
the year feel all that much longer. Of course, sports fans 
get the Super Bowl and Daytona 500, and baseball fans 

start to get excited because pitchers and catchers report to spring training. Outside of that, 
though, pretty much all there is in February to look forward to is Valentine’s Day. This is a day 
in which we celebrate romantic love, named after a 3rd century saint who was martyred for his 
care of the faithful during times of persecution. How a ‘holy day’ commemorating him became 
associated with romantic love is something of a historical question, but nevertheless, that’s 
what’s happened.  

It All Boils Down To… 

As I’ve been thinking about Saint Valentine, and Valentine’s Day, and all that’s going on around 
us this year and last, I’m reminded of what Jesus said when asked what the greatest 
commandment is: ‘“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord 
our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.”’ (Mark 12:29–31) Love. That’s what it 
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all boils down to for us. Many of us have grown up singing the hymn, They’ll Know We Are 
Christians By Our Love. Unfortunately, that doesn’t seem to be what Christians are known for 
these days. Mostly we seem to either be known for what we fear or what makes us angry. 
Maybe this Valentine’s Day (and month) we would do well to get back to the way of love. 

  

“Full Of Sound and Fury, Signifying Nothing” — Macbeth 

As Paul writes in the passage quoted at the start of this article, if we don’t have love, we’re just 
making noise, having nothing, gaining nothing. The way to truly experience and share the love 
of God in our homes, neighborhoods and world is through love. Loving God (Mark 12:30), 
loving one another (John 15:12), loving our neighbors (Mark 12:31; “Who is my neighbor?”: 
Luke 10:25-37), even loving our enemies (Matthew 5:44). Pretty sure that covers most 
everyone in our lives…at least, I can’t find any exceptions in there. Loving others day in and 
day out is hard…but the path of love is relatively straightforward. Simply ask yourself, in each 
conversation and action, “Is this word or deed a way to show the love of Christ to this person?” 
Again, it’s an easy thing to think and ask ourselves — it’s in the doing it that becomes more 
difficult. But wouldn’t it be nice if we were known for our love rather than our anger and fear? 
That might just be enough to change the world. 

  

We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, “I love God,” yet hates his brother, he is a 
liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he 
has not seen. And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother. 
(1 John 4:19–21) 

  

Blessings, 
Rev. David Garrison 
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                      Pastor Schedule for February 
                    February   1 – Bro Lerry Fogle 
                    February   8 – Bro. Larry Dentler 
                    February 15 – Pastor Tracy Wiser 
                    February 22 – Dr. Richard Gough 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

The Church Cleaning Schedule is posted on the bulletin 
board.  Please sign up if you can help with church 
cleaning. 

Ladies Aid Bake Sale - Rocky Ridge Firehall Activities Building 
February 21from 6:00 am – 10:00 am.  You can drop off your 
 items at the Rocky Ridge Firehall Activities Building Friday 2/20. 
from 4:00 pm – 6:00 pm. 
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      David Jeremiah Series –I never thought I would see the day 
 
           February   1 - When the Church Would Be Irrelevant      
           February   8 - When a Muslim State could intimate the world  
           February 15 - When America would turn her back on  Israel 
           February 22 -  When changing your mind can save your life     

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                
If there is a weather alert for inclement (snow/ice), it may be necessary to cancel 
our Sunday School and church services.  When this happens, an alert will be posted 
to our church website (http://www.monocacychurchofthebrethren.org) and the 
church  
Facebook page.  If you don’t have access to a phone or computer device, you can 
always call Karen Elsey (410) 236-6121) before heading out to come to church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weather Alerts 
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Taking the Gospel to theEnds of the Earth! 
 

Thank you for partnering with Operation Christmas Child to help take the Gospel of Jesus Christ to 
millions of boys and girls around the world. The shoebox gifts that you prayerfully packed in 
2025—12,205,900, praise God!—will help open doors for us to reach even more children with 
God's love in the new year. 
 
These shoeboxes go to the very ends of the earth—from jungles to deserts, from megacities to 
remote villages. One of the most powerful testimonies we've received recently comes from one of 
our teams deep in the Amazon rainforest of Peru. The Chapra people are an indigenous tribe, far 
removed from modern life in many ways. Recently, more than 1,000 Chapra children received 
shoebox gifts, most of them hearing about our Savior for the very first time. 

We invite you to experience what our Lord is doing in the jungles of Peru through a dynamic 
multimedia presentation. To God be the glory! 

Bringing the Gospel to the Jungle 

"Look to Me, and be saved, all you ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no 
other." Isaiah 45:22 

https://links.samaritanspurse.mkt5705.com/ctt?ms=MzYxNTE5NzIS1&kn=3&r=NDkyODExOTY5NjQ3S0&b=0&j=MzA2Mzc0NDg2NwS2&mt=1&rt=0


Page 6 
 

                                      

   

          

 
 

 

 

 

Survivor Guide  



Page 7 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

                        

 

 

 

           

Contact Information 
Monocacy Church of The Brethren 

13517 Motter’s Station Road, Rocky Ridge, MD  21778 
Phone: 301-271-7425 or 240-405-5967 

Email – info @monocacychurchofthebrethren.org 
Website:  https://www.monoacychurchofthebrethren.org 

Newsletter: mcobnewsletter2@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brian & Lynn Ott 11th    Leon & Wilma Stover 14th 
Mike & Dawn Free 23rd 

 

 
           Kelly Kaas 4th            Lacee Andrew 7th     Joy Luke 11th  
           Vic Kelly 12th         Cameron Gomer 13th     Trish Lutz 13th 
           Teresa Mason 16th     Brant Webb 24th            Josie Kaas 25th 
  Shana Beard 27th       Wayne Hooper 29th 

 

        Anniversaries 
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1 
 

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

2 
Psalm 37:1-17  
Ruth 1:1-18  

Philemon 1-25 

        3 
Psalm 37:1-17  
Ruth 2:1-16  
James 5:1-6 

4 
Psalm 37:1-17  

Ruth 3:1-13; 4:13-22  
Luke 6:17-26 

5 
Psalm 112:1-9  

Deuteronomy 4:1-14  
1 John 5:1-5 

              6 
      Fifth Sunday after the  
      Epiphany 

7 
Psalm 112:1-9  
Isaiah 29:13-16  

Mark 7:1-8 

8  
Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 

               9 
      Psalm 119:105-112  
      2 Kings 22:3-20 
       Romans 11:2-10 

10 
Psalm 119:105-112  

2 Kings 23:1-8, 21-25  
2 Corinthians 4:1-12 

11 
Psalm 119:105-112 
 Proverbs 6:6-23  

John 8:12-30 

             12 
         Psalm 2  
         Exodus 6:2-9 
         Hebrews 8:1-7 

13 
Psalm 2 

 Exodus 19:9b-25  
Hebrews 11:23-28 

14 
Psalm 2  

1 Kings 21:20-29 
 Mark 9:9-13 

              15 
Transfiguration 
 Sunday 

16 
Psalm 78:17-20, 52-55 

 Exodus 33:7-23 
 Acts 7:30-34 

17 
Psalm 78:17-20, 52-55  

1 Kings 19:9-18  
Romans 11:1-6 

             18 
       Ash Wednesday 

19 
 Psalm 51 

 Jonah 3:1-10 
 Romans 1:1-7 

20 
Psalm 51 

 Jonah 4:1-11 
 Romans 1:8-17 

              21 
      Psalm 51 
     Isaiah 58:1-12 
    Matthew 18:1-7 

22 
First Sunday in Lent 

23 
Psalm 32 

 1 Kings 19:1-8 
 Hebrews 2:10-18 

              24 
  Psalm 32; 
   Genesis 4:1-16 
   Hebrews 4:14-5:10 

25 
Psalm 32 

 Exodus 34:1-9, 27-28 
 Matthew 18:10-14 

 

26 
Psalm 121 

 Isaiah 51:1-3 
 2 Timothy 1:3-7 

     27 
     Psalm 121 
    Micah 7:18-20 
    Romans 3:21-31 

28 
Psalm 121 

 Isaiah 51:4-8 
 Luke 7:1-10 

  

 

 

 

                        
SUGGESTED DAILY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
                          February 2026 
 
 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?y=17134&z=e&d=16
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2037:1-17;%20Ruth%202:1-16;%20James%205:1-6;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2037:1-17;%20Ruth%202:1-16;%20James%205:1-6;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2037:1-17;%20Ruth%202:1-16;%20James%205:1-6;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2037:1-17;%20Ruth%203:1-13;%204:13-22;%20Luke%206:17-26;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2037:1-17;%20Ruth%203:1-13;%204:13-22;%20Luke%206:17-26;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2037:1-17;%20Ruth%203:1-13;%204:13-22;%20Luke%206:17-26;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20112:1-9;%20Deuteronomy%204:1-14;%201%20John%205:1-5;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20112:1-9;%20Deuteronomy%204:1-14;%201%20John%205:1-5;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20112:1-9;%20Deuteronomy%204:1-14;%201%20John%205:1-5;
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?y=17134&z=e&d=18
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?y=17134&z=e&d=18
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20119:105-112;%202%20Kings%2023:1-8,%2021-25;%202%20Corinthians%204:1-12;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20119:105-112;%202%20Kings%2023:1-8,%2021-25;%202%20Corinthians%204:1-12;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20119:105-112;%202%20Kings%2023:1-8,%2021-25;%202%20Corinthians%204:1-12;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2078:17-20,%2052-55;%20Exodus%2033:7-23;%20Acts%207:30-34;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2078:17-20,%2052-55;%20Exodus%2033:7-23;%20Acts%207:30-34;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2078:17-20,%2052-55;%20Exodus%2033:7-23;%20Acts%207:30-34;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2078:17-20,%2052-55;%201%20Kings%2019:9-18;%20Romans%2011:1-6;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2078:17-20,%2052-55;%201%20Kings%2019:9-18;%20Romans%2011:1-6;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2078:17-20,%2052-55;%201%20Kings%2019:9-18;%20Romans%2011:1-6;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2051;%20Jonah%203:1-10;%20Romans%201:1-7;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2051;%20Jonah%203:1-10;%20Romans%201:1-7;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2051;%20Jonah%203:1-10;%20Romans%201:1-7;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2051;%20Isaiah%2058:1-12;%20Matthew%2018:1-7;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2051;%20Isaiah%2058:1-12;%20Matthew%2018:1-7;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2051;%20Isaiah%2058:1-12;%20Matthew%2018:1-7;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2032;%201%20Kings%2019:1-8;%20Hebrews%202:10-18;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2032;%201%20Kings%2019:1-8;%20Hebrews%202:10-18;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2032;%201%20Kings%2019:1-8;%20Hebrews%202:10-18;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2032;%20Exodus%2034:1-9,%2027-28;%20Matthew%2018:10-14;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2032;%20Exodus%2034:1-9,%2027-28;%20Matthew%2018:10-14;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2032;%20Exodus%2034:1-9,%2027-28;%20Matthew%2018:10-14;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20121;%20Isaiah%2051:1-3;%202%20Timothy%201:3-7;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20121;%20Isaiah%2051:1-3;%202%20Timothy%201:3-7;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20121;%20Isaiah%2051:1-3;%202%20Timothy%201:3-7;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20121;%20Micah%207:18-20;%20Romans%203:21-31;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20121;%20Micah%207:18-20;%20Romans%203:21-31;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20121;%20Micah%207:18-20;%20Romans%203:21-31;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20121;%20Isaiah%2051:4-8;%20Luke%207:1-10;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20121;%20Isaiah%2051:4-8;%20Luke%207:1-10;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20121;%20Isaiah%2051:4-8;%20Luke%207:1-10;
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