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Three Indoor Public Auctions 
Saturday, May 3, 2025 - 9:00 a.m.   Rain or Shine  

Handmade Quilts, Comforts, Baby Quilts & Quilted Wall Hangings 
Patterns such as:  

Arabella's Courtyard, Dresden Sunbonnet, Heart of Roses, Autumn Leaves, Flower Star, 
Blue Sampler, Pink Cat Squares, Swiss Sheep, Millie Day Dresses, Sunflowers, Happy Batiks, 
Single Irish Chain, Maple Leaf, Fruity Fun, Nature Walk, My Mercantile Blocks, Wacky Zoo, 

Blue Flowers, Hearts & Feathers, Pin Wheel, Diagonal Rectangles and more! 

Plus 
Woodworking tools, handmade crafts, baked goods, folk art, glassware, furniture,  

garden and hand tools, small appliances, antiques, collectibles, pictures, toys,                               
books, and more!

Food Service 
Breakfast 7:00-9:30   Lunch 10:30-2:00   All other food booths open at 10:00 a.m. 
Homemade Pies, Donuts, Ice Cream, Soups, Hot Dogs, Vegetable and Fruit Salads, Turkey 

Barbeque and Country Ham Sandwiches, Dessert Stand, Bake Table,                  Drink Stands, 
Food Service, etc.   

All proceeds from the auction go to: 
The Church of the Brethren Emergency Disaster Fund and                              

the Mid-Atlantic District transportation fund for disaster response.

Cover photos (starting top, clockwise) BDM, Eglise des Freres au Congo, Debbie Noffsinger and Melodie Bernhard. 

Plant Sale – 8:00 a.m 
General Auction – 9:00 a.m. 

Specialty Auction – 9:30 a.m. 
Tools in General Auction – 10:00 a.m. 

Quilt Auction – 12:15 p.m.

Terms: cash, check and credit card. 
Church of the Brethren Mid-Atlantic District, Robert Wilson, Sales Manager  

ATM Machine located in Shipley Arena. 

Not responsible for any accidents on premises.

Look for these Specialty Auction Items  
Arariba Bowl with Walnut Foot, Red Moose Lodge Rental, 2007 Honda CH80 Scooter,      Oak 

Coffee Table, Vintage Anchor Hocking Green Dishware, Antique Cradle, Silk Wreath,     Wood 
Jewelry Cabinet, Adams English Ironstone Platter, Children’s Painted Wooden Rockers, Williams-

Sonoma Cookbooks, Homemade Cakes, Purple Heart Dried Flower Vase, Drop Leaf Table,  
Vintage Milk Glass, Children’s Table with Bench, The Escape Cabin Rental, and much more!



Child Care Available  
Hours: 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Be sure to pick up your children for lunch! We appreciate           
prompt pickup at 3:00 p.m. so the caregivers can clean up. 

Thank you!
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Please visit our sister districts’ Disaster Relief Auctions 
Shenandoah District Disaster Ministries Auction & Sale – May 16-17, 2025 

Rockingham County Fairgrounds, Harrisonburg, Va 
www.shencob.org/disaster-auction-and-sale 

Brethren Disaster Relief Auction in PA – September 26-27, 2025 
Lebanon Valley Expo Center, Lebanon, Pa 

www.brethrendisasterreliefauction.org

Thank You! 

$22,485 was raised through this booklet            
for the Disaster Response Auction.  

Thank you to the churches, businesses, organizations and individuals 
that placed listings or ads in our Auction Booklet. We very much                         

appreciate your support of the Disaster Response programs in this way.  

 
Can you help?  Auction Day Volunteers Needed!! 

If you want to help at the auction, call Jeff McKee at 443-547-5958 to make arrangements in advance,  
or, on auction day, go to the information booth to be assigned a task.  

Many hands make the work light. Thanks!

Mark your           
calendar for 
next year’s      
Auction on 

May 2, 2026
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Please bring 
your own 

chair, seating     
is limited! 
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The work of Brethren Disaster Ministries           

is made possible by the generosity of 

individuals and churches who support        

the Emergency Disaster Fund. Our prayer           

is that, through our combined efforts,          

more and more vulnerable people  

in helpless situations will be touched                 

by heavenly grace as our vision                         

and stewardship grow. 

—Roy Winter, Executive Director for Service Ministries 

Please stop by the Brethren 
Disaster Ministries booth to see 
the full scope of their ministry.

Show your appreciation for their 
contribution by patronizing the businesses 
who advertise in this booklet.

Please
 PleasePlease

Make sure to tell them you  
saw their ad in this booklet!

Union Bridge Church of the Brethren................................65 
Union Bridge CoB, Bible Sunday School Class..................74 
Union Bridge CoB, Modern and Mature Sr Fellowship ....53 
Welty Church of the Brethren ............................................64 
Westminster Church of the Brethren..................................42 
Woodberry Church of the Brethren....................................57 
Woodbridge Church of the Brethren ..................................75
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Quilt Auction

#100  Happy Batiks 
108 x 118 – Multi

#101  Blue Flowers 
101 x 112 – Blue, White

#102  Flower Star 
102 x 110 – Beige, Brown

#200  Arabella’s Courtyard 
84 x 85 – Fall

#201  Blue Sampler 
63 x 83 – Blues

#202  Millie Day Dresses 
57 x 68 – Multi
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Quilt Auction
KING AND QUEEN QUILTS (OVER 80" X 100")

Lot# Pattern Size Color Quilter(s)/Donor Bid$

100 Happy Batiks 108 x 118 Multi Union Bridge Nimble Thimbles  
Donor-In Memory of Naomi Dotterer

101 Blue Flowers 101 x 112 Blue, White Little Swatara COB   
Donor-Larry and Cathy Williams

102 Flower Star 102 x 110 Beige, Brown Friend of Auction    Donor-Larry and Cathy Williams

103

104

105

106

107

108

109

110

111

112

113

114

115

116

117

119

What Size Quilt Do You Need? 
The following sizes are a guide. Please remember that beds differ in height, 

   so make allowances for a higher bed.  
                                                          Coverlet Sizes                                     Bedspread Sizes 
                                                          To be used with a dust ruffle              Reach nearly to the floor 
                                                          Twin....................68 x 86                    Twin..................81 x 110 
                                                          Double................76 x 86                    Double..............96 x 110 
                                                          Queen ................86 x 92                    Queen ............102 x 120 
                                                          King ..................86 x 104                    King................118 x 120 

How To Care For Your Quilt 
Please realize that quilts should not be stored in plastic bags. It is recommended that they be  stored 

either in a large pillowcase, a sheet, or with tissue paper. New quilts may be washed with care if necessary, 
but be aware that some dark colors may bleed. Machine wash in cold water, with mild soap and on 
delicate cycle. Either line dry or use your dryer on air fluff only. Do not use heat settings on the dryer.
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Quilt Auction

Lot# Pattern Size Color Quilter(s)/Donor Bid$

200 Arabella’s Courtyard 84 x 85 Fall Designer and Donor: Pat Sloan*

201 Blue Sampler 63 x 83 Blues Dennis, Doug, and Joyce Minnick 
   Designer and Donor: Pat Sloan* 

202 Millie Day Dresses 57 x 68 Multi Dennis, Doug, and Joyce Minnick   
Designer and Donor: Pat Sloan* 

203 Single Irish Chain 84 x 84 Multi Brownsville  
Designer and Donor: Pat Sloan*

204 Nature Walk 70 x 70 Green, Peach Eve Griner  
Designer and Donor: Pat Sloan*

205 Scrappy Rectangles 63 x 68 Multi Eve Griner  
Designer and Donor: Pat Sloan*

206 My Mercantile Blocks 56 x 70 Multi Eve Griner  
Designer and Donor: Pat Sloan*

207 Red Stars 76 x 88 Red, Tan Long Green Valley

208 Countdown to Christmas 74 x 76 Red, Green Eve Griner

209 Spangled 60 x 60 Multi Amy Ziehm, Arlington

210 Maple Leaf 78 x 92 Multi Marilyn Gaver and Betty Grossnickle

211 Vintage Nine Patch 82 x 90 Multi Ann Case and Janet Sowers

212 Brown Square Scrap 62 x 84 Browns Ann Case and Janet Sowers

213 String Strip Blocks 55 x 68 Multi Ann Case and Janet Sowers

214 Red, White, Blue 59 x 87 Red, White, Blue Frederick

215 Dresden Sunbonnet 74 x 88 Multi Frederick

216 Half Square Triangles 60 x 76 Multi Debbie Martin 
 Rosedale Baptist Church, Baltimore

217 Hearts & Feathers 48 x 74 Multi Brownsville

218 Prairie Blossoms 58 x 70 Multi Brownsville

219

220

221

222

223

224

225

226

227

228

229

FULL AND TWIN QUILTS (BETWEEN 68" X 86")

*internationally known
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Quilt Auction

#203  Single Irish Chain 
84 x 84 – Multi

#204  Nature Walk 
70 x 70 – Green, Peach

#205  Scrappy Rectangles 
63 x 68 – Multi

#206  My Mercantile Blocks 
56 x 70 – Multi

#207  Red Stars 
76 x 88 – Red, Tan

#208  Countdown to Christmas 
74 x 76 – Red, Green
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Quilt Auction

#209  Spangled 
60 x 60 – Multi

#211 Vintage Nine Patch 
82 x 90 – Multi

#213  String Strip Blocks 
55 x 68 – Multi

#215  Dresden Sunbonnet 
74 x 88 – Multi

#210  Maple Leaf 
78 x 92 – Multi

#212  Brown Square Scrap 
62 x 84 – Browns

#214  Red, White, Blue 
59 x 87 – Red, White, Blue

#216  Half Square Triangles 
60 x 76 – Multi
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Quilt Auction
COMFORTERS 

Lot# Pattern Size Color Quilter(s)/Donor Bid$

300 Pink Cat Squares 48 x 57 Pink, Black Frederick

301 Brick Wall 77 x 85 Burgundy, Yellow Frederick

302 Blue & White Squares 74 x 88 Blues Frederick

303 Nine Block 44 x 66 Red, White Frederick

304 Five Inch Squares 48 x 66 Coral, Green Frederick

305 Pin Wheel w/pillow & runner 85 x 94 Orange, Turquoise Frederick

306

307

308

309

310

311

312

313

314

315

316

317

318

319

320

321

322

323

324

325

326

327

328

329

330

An Auction of a Different Kind 
“Bids from the Heart” Sometime during the quilt auction, we will take a few minutes 

to give those who don’t have a need for a quilt or other auction items an opportunity 
to donate a monetary amount. The process is simple, the Auctioneer will start with 
$1,000 and go around the room asking for bidders who wish to donate that amount; 
then repeat the process for amounts of $500, $250, $100, $50 and $25. In just a few 
minutes it is amazing how much we raise together to support Emergency Disaster Relief 
work. Last year’s “Bids from the Heart” raised $6,350!!! By giving a donation without 
receiving any goods or services, your donation is tax deductible. We encourage you to 
consider this different way of helping people rebuild their lives in difficult times.
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Quilt Auction

#300  Pink Cat Squares 
48 x 57 – Pink, Black

#302  Blue & White Squares 
74 x 88 – Blues

#304  Five Inch Squares 
48 x 66 – Coral, Green

#400 Diagonal Rectangles 
31 x 42 – Blues

#301  Brick Wall 
77 x 85 – Burgundy, Yellow

#303  Nine Block 
44 x 66 – Red, White

#305  Pin Wheel w/pillow & runner 
85 x 94 – Orange, Turquoise

#401  Where’s Dino? 
34 x 38 – Multi
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Quilt Auction
BABY QUILTS & COMFORTERS

Lot# Pattern Size Color Quilter(s)/Donor Bid$

400 Diagonal Rectangles 31 x 42 Blues Nimble Thimbles

401 Where’s Dino? 34 x 38 Multi Jean Dippery

402 Wacky Zoo 32 x 37 Multi Jean Dippery

403 Play Things 34 x 34 Multi Jean Dippery

404 Rabbit Daily 38 x 38 Multi Jean Dippery

405

406

407

408

409

410

411

412

413

414

415

416

417

418

419

420

421

422

In Memory of Lois Kretsch-Gemmill 
 
In 2013 Lois saw a story about the Disaster Response Auction in 
the newspaper and asked how she could join our group and 
contribute to the cause. For more than ten years, she was a 
faithful and much loved member of the Union Bridge Nimble 
Thimbles, frequently sharing fabric from her “stash” when new 
projects needed that extra touch, and often assisting with the 
Quilt Auction. Her wit, wisdom, quilting skills, and amazing eye 
for just the right fabric will be missed. 
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Quilt Auction

#402 Wacky Zoo 
32 x 37 – Multi

#404 Rabbit Daily 
38 x 38 – Multi

#502  Red Work Seasons 
41 x 48 – Red, White

#403  Play Things 
34 x 34 – Multi

#501  Breast Cancer Awareness 
54 x 59 – Pink, Gray

#503  Sunflowers 
47 x 47 – Blue, Yellow

#504  Bear Paw Table Runner 
28 x 76 – Multi

#505  Stockings Table Runner 
21 x 68 – Red, Green
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Quilt Auction

#506  Foundations 
41 x 49 – Multi

#508  Nine Patch 
32 x 40 – Blue, Checks

#510  Scrappy Lap Quilt 
48 x 48 – Multi

#512  Blue Sampler 
51 x 58 – Blues

#507  Pathway 
41 x 41 – Browns

#509  Nine Patch Up and Down 
46 x 60 – Navy Blue, Checks

#511  Reflections 
48 x 62 – Gray, Multi

#513  Fruity Fun 
34 x 41 – Multi
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Quilt Auction

Lot# Pattern Size Color Quilter(s)/Donor Bid$

500 M.A.D. Logo 48 X 48 Red, White, Blue Mary Bruckhart

501 Breast Cancer Awareness 54 x 59 Pink, Gray Designer and Donor: Pat Sloan*

502 Red Work Seasons 41 x 48 Red, White Designer and Donor: Pat Sloan*

503 Sunflowers 47 x 47 Blue, Yellow Amy Ziehm, Arlington

504 Bear Paw Table Runner 28 x 76 Multi Amy Ziehm, Arlington

505 Stockings Table Runner 21 x 68 Red, Green Amy Ziehm, Arlington

506 Foundations 41 x 49 Multi Ruth Carr

507 Pathway 41 x 41 Browns Designed and Quilted by  
Ruth Carr

508 Nine Patch 32 x 40 Blue, Checks Ruth Carr

509 Nine Patch Up and Down 46 x 60 Navy Blue, Checks Ruth Carr

510 Scrappy Lap Quilt 48 x 48 Multi Debbie Martin 
 Rosedale Baptist Church, Baltimore

511 Reflections 48 x 62 Gray, Multi Debbie Martin 
 Rosedale Baptist Church, Baltimore

512 Blue Sampler 51 x 58 Blues Debbie Martin 
 Rosedale Baptist Church, Baltimore

513 Fruity Fun 34 x 41 Multi Jean Dippery

514 Library Cats 36 x 41 Brown, Beige Union Bridge Nimble Thimbles

515

516

517

518

519

520

521

522

523

524

525

526

527

528

529

WALL HANGINGS AND LAP ROBES (30 X 30 AND OVER)

*internationally known
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Quilt Auction

#514  Library Cats 
36 x 41 – Brown, Beige

#601  Farm Memories 
18 x 18 – Multi

#603  Blue Jays 
13 x 14 – Blue

#605  Swiss Sheep & Wool 
15 x 20 – Multi

#600  Spinning Stars 
15 x 15 – Pink, Grey

#602  Birds 
18 x 19 – Multi

#604  Swiss Sheep 
15 x 20 – Multi

#606  Kaliedoscope 
15 x 23 – Multi
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Quilt Auction

#607  Switzerland 
20 x 20 – Multi

#609  Families Are Like Quilts 
22 x 23 – Multi

#701  Crazy Quilt (comforter) 
68 x 96 – Multi

#703  Snow Family (wall hanging) 
15 x 15 – Multi

#608  Autumn Leaves 
18 x 36 – Fall Colors

#700  Dresden Plate (quilt) 
81 x 96 – Green, Multi

#702  Fans (wall hanging) 
47 x 63 – Blues

#704  Heart of Roses (quilt) 
100 x 106 – White, Burgundy
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Quilt Auction

VINTAGE OR PRE-OWNED ITEMS (MAY SHOW WEAR AND/OR STAINS) (ANY SIZE)

Lot# Pattern Size Color Quilter(s)/Donor Bid$

700 Dresden Plate (quilt) 81 x 96 Green, Multi Evelyn Beall  Donor-Welty COB

701 Crazy Quilt (comforter) 68 x 96 Multi Arlington Donor-Carol Olander

702 Fans (wall hanging) 47 x 63 Blues Donor-Grossnickle COB

703 Snow Family (wall hanging) 15 x 15 Multi Donor-Connie Welsh

704 Heart of Roses (quilt) 100 x 106 White, Burgundy CJ Horst    Donor-Jackie Callis

705

706

707

708

709

SMALL WALL HANGINGS, TABLE TOPPERS AND MISC. ITEMS (UNDER 30 X 30)

Lot# Pattern Size Color Quilter(s)/Donor Bid$

600 Spinning Stars 15 x 15 Pink, Grey A Friend of the Auction

601 Farm Memories 18 x 18 Multi Jean Dippery

602 Birds 18 x 19 Multi Jean Dippery

603 Blue Jays 13 x 14 Blue Jean Dippery

604 Swiss Sheep 15 x 20 Multi Jean Dippery

605 Swiss Sheep & Wool 15 x 20 Multi Jean Dippery

606 Kaliedoscope 15 x 23 Multi Jean Dippery

607 Switzerland 20 x 20 Multi Jean Dippery

608 Autumn Leaves 18 x 36 Fall Colors Jean Dippery

609 Families Are Like Quilts 22 x 23 Multi Jean Dippery

610

611

612

613

614

615

616
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Specialty Auction Items

The Escape  
Delight in a week (including one weekend) 
at The Escape, a mountain getaway, 
overlooking 18-hole golf course and with 
snow skiing, boarding and tubing, as well  
as boating, hiking and more in the               
4-season Bryce Resort area of Virginia’s 
Shenandoah region. Cabin includes 4 
bedrooms, 3 baths, with clean sheets and 
towels, equipped kitchen, a gas fireplace, 
TV, WiFi, pool table, pingpong table, 
Foosball table, and two large decks.    
Cabin accommodates up to 8 people. 
Nearby are Luray, Shenandoah and   
Endless caverns, several wineries, and     
Lake Laura, with canoe and paddleboat 
rentals. Package good through the end       
of calendar year 2025. Donated by Diana 
and Terry Shepherd, Hagerstown COB. 

Purple Heart 
Dried Flower 

Vase  
6.5” H 

Turned by  
John Laudermilch 

Union Bridge COB

Spring Wreath #2 
Donated by Jolinda & Rob Beers 

Union Bridge COB

Adams English Ironstone platter 
 20" by 15" 

Donated by Cathy Molloy 
Westminster, MD

Wooden Jewelry Cabinet 
Made and Donated by Ernie Rice 

Westminster COB

Vintage Anchor Hocking Forest 
Green Mixing Bowl 

5.5" D x 4" H 
Donated by Betty Eyler 

Locust Grove COB

Wooden Foot Stools 
Made and Donated  
by Ernie Rice 
Westminster COB
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Specialty Auction Items

Chocolate cake with peanut butter 
icing & chocolate ganache drip 

Donated by Julie’s Farmhouse Kitchen, 
Union Bridge COB

Williams - Sonoma  
cookbooks 

Donated by Cathy Molloy 
Westminster, MD

2007 Honda CH80 Scooter 
Donated by Ben Hunt, Westminster, MD

Framed print 12" by 15" 
Donated by Cathy Molloy, Westminster, MD

Vintage Fenton Victorian Style 
Milk Glass Three Horn Epergne 

Vase - 10.5" Dia × 9.25" H 
Donated by Betty Eyler 

Locust Grove COB

Children’s Wooden Table and Bench 
Made and Donated by Ernie Rice, Westminster COB
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Vintage Anchor Hocking Burple  
Forest Green Footed Berry Bowl Set 

Donated by Betty Eyler, Locust Grove COB

Specialty Auction Items

Vintage Painted Solid Wood  
4-Shelf, 1 Drawer Cabinet 

Donated by Cathy Molloy, Westminster, MD

Wooden Trays 
Made and Donated by Ernie Rice, Westminster COB

Graco Pack and Play, box never opened 
Donated by Cathy Molloy, Westminster, MD

Vintage Fenton 
Hobnail Milk  
Glass Candle Bowl 
6.5" Dia x 3.75" H 
Donated by Betty Eyler 
Locust Grove COB

Painted Wooden Library Table 
Made and Donated by Ernie Rice, Westminster COB

Antique Cradle 
Refinished and Donated by Ernie Rice, Westminster COB



Mid-Atlantic District Disaster Response Auction – Page 23

Vintage Anchor Hocking Boopie 
Forest Green Glassware with 

Clear Bubble Foot 
Donated by Betty Eyler 

Locust Grove COB

Specialty Auction Items

Children’s Painted Wooden  
Rocker and Plant Stand 

Made and Donated by Ernie Rice, Westminster COB

Mirror 30" by 35 ½"  
Donated by Cathy Molloy, Westminster, MD

Spring Wreath #1  
Donated by Jolinda & Rob Beers 

Union Bridge COB

3-Shelf Wooden Bookcase 
Made and Donated by Ernie 

RiceWestminster COB

Oak Coffee Table 
Made and Donated by Ernie Rice, Westminster COB



Specialty Auction Items
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Custom Silk Flower Arrangement 
Donated by Jolinda & Rob Beers 

Union Bridge COB

Lemon blueberry pound cake with 
lemon glaze & fresh blueberries 

Donated by Julie’s Farmhouse Kitchen, 
Union Bridge COB

Arariba (Brazilian Canary Wood)    
Bowl with Walnut Foot 

9.75" D x 2.75" H 
Turned by John Laudermilch 

Union Bridge, COB

Vintage Westmoreland Glass  
Company Milk Glass Doric Pattern 
Large Compote 9.25" Dia x 7.25" H 

Donated by Betty Eyler, Locust Grove COB

Wooden Tilt Top Table 
Made and Donated by Ernie Rice, 

Westminster COB

Children’s Painted 
Wooden Rockers 
Made and Donated  

by Ernie Rice 
Westminster COB

Wooden Chest 
Made and Donated  
by Ernie Rice 
Westminster COB

Wooden Benches 
Made and Donated  
by Ernie Rice 
Westminster COB



Red Moose Lodge 
Enjoy a week (including one weekend) at Red 
Moose Lodge in beautiful Western Maryland in 
the Deep Creek Lake Resort area. The lodge 
includes 4 bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths, a large deck 
with hot tub and gas grill, a well-equipped 

kitchen, large living areas with 2 gas fireplaces and TVs 
and a pool table. Package also includes membership to 
Community Aquatic Recreation Center for use of its 
indoor swimming pool and fitness center during your stay. 
Lodge accommodates up to 10 people. Package good year-
round, excepting July and August, and holiday weekends.  
Donated by Ed and Betsy Beachley, Hagerstown COB
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Specialty Auction Items

Box Elder Bowl with Walnut Foot 
8.875" D x 2.75" H 

Turned by John Laudermilch 
Union Bridge COB

Vintage Anchor Hocking 
Bubble Pattern Forest 

Green Glass Plates 9.5" Dia 
Donated by Betty Eyler 

Locust Grove COB

Wooden Drop Leaf Table 
Made and Donated by Ernie Rice 

Westminster COB

plus much more!

Wooden Side Table 
Made and Donated by Ernie Rice 

Westminster COB

Framed picture 13" by 13"  
Donated by Cathy Molloy 

Westminster, MD
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Hagerstown 
Church of the Brethren 

Corner of E. Washington and S. Mulberry streets 
 

Contemporary 
Christian 

Conversations 
Class  

Sundays 
9:30 ­ 10:30 am

             Brush • Roller • Spray  
                Special Coatings 
      Epoxy Floors • Pressure Washing 
 

301-473-4773 MDE Accredited Lead Paint Contractor  
MHIC#10398 www.frederickpainting.com 

Complete Painting Services since 1975 

Residential • Commercial 
Churches • Industrial 

 

FREDERICK PAINTING & SUPPLY, INC. 
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Water & Wastewater 
Plant Operations 

 
Licensed Drinking Water Samplers 

Over 30 Years Experience 
Operations For Schools, Daycare & Municipal 

 
 

BRUCE DARNER 
6224 Harley Rd  

Middletown, MD 21769 
Home 301-371-4874 
Cell 240-674-8936

DARNER 
SERVICESLLC

WATER & 
WASTERWATER 
TREATMENT

®
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Stan Diehl 
Pastor 

 
 

Worship:  
10:15 a.m.  

 
 

All are  
welcome!

Teeter and Ruggles Road 
Taneytown, MD 21787  

410-756-2820

Continuing the Work of Jesus  
 Peacefully, Simply, Together

 
PINEY CREEK 

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN

Apple Butter/Fall Festival 
October 4, 2025 
10:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Apple Butter, Baked Goods,  
Lunch Items available 

Contact Jan Meier 410-346-7130 for info 
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Thank You from the Auction Chair 
 
Our sincere thanks to everyone who has made this 44th annual Disaster Response Auction 

possible: those who serve on the Auction Committee, work at the auction, make and donate sale 
and food items, and the attendees who purchase the food and items offered. Together you make 
the day a success and provide funds to continue the work of Brethren Disaster Ministries (BDM) 
to those in need. 

We thank the many people that supported BDM through the Walk-a-Thons, Pretzel Jars, 
Booklet and Patron Ads, generous donations, and purchases at the May 2024 Auction.    Thanks 
to your generosity, $72,000 was donated to disaster response in 2024! To see the       many ways 
your financial support is used to help those in need, please see the letter in this Booklet from 
Roy Winter, BDM Executive Director for Service Ministries.  

We rely on donations and encourage people to bring items to be included in the Auction    to 
the Carroll County Agricultural Center, Shipley Arena, on Friday, May 2, 2025. The Auction 
Committee will be at the Shipley Arena from 9 a.m. until 7 p.m. on Friday to receive donations.  
This allows more time to arrange the items before the Saturday rush. We will open the 
Agricultural Center Shipley Arena at 6:30 am on Saturday, May 3, for those who cannot deliver 
items on Friday.  All sale items should be at the Shipley Arena before 8:30 a.m. Saturday, since 
the sale begins at 9:00 a.m.  Stop by and have breakfast in the dining hall starting at 7:00 am 
Saturday morning! PLEASE read the Auction Donation Guidelines on   page 37 for items that 
can and cannot be donated. Thank you! 

The Committee thanks all those who make this Auction a success: the auctioneers, clerks, 
cashiers, quilters, cooks, bakers, gardeners, food providers, volunteers, and those who purchase 
the many items offered. We also want to recognize all those individuals, businesses, and 
churches that purchase ads and make the booklet a major source of income. The booklet ads 
bring in approximately $19,000 each year. 

The Committee is always in need of volunteers and would welcome new members to help 
plan and carry out the Auction. There are many areas where volunteers are needed to make   the 
Auction happen. We can also use help the day before to set up, and the day of the Auction to set 
up, clean up, and help move auction items. 

A big thank you to everyone who helps make this year’s Auction a success!  Your 
contributions make a difference! 

See you at the Auction on May 3, 2025! 
Jeff McKee
Chairperson, Disaster Response Auction Committee
Mid-Atlantic District Church of the Brethren

1981......$17,986 
1982......$15,336 
1983......$17,129 
1984......$22,118 
1985......$31,480 
1986......$32,046 
1987......$29,150 
1988......$44,165 
1989......$44,637 

Mid-Atlantic District Disaster Response Auction Record
Grand Total given to the Emergency Disaster Fund  

over the last 44 years...$2,277,616
1990......$33,700 
1991......$38,553 
1992......$32,000 
1993......$34,000 
1994......$33,655 
1995......$33,561 
1996......$33,800 
1997......$43,800 
1998......$62,000 

1999......$64,000 
2000......$51,500 
2001......$68,500 
2002......$70,000 
2003......$62,000 
2004......$65,000 
2005......$60,000 
2006 ....$73,000 
2007......$72,600  

2008 ....$64,900 
2009 ....$58,000 
2010 ....$63,500 
2011......$61,500 
2012......$67,000 
2013......$66,000 
2014......$65,000 
2015 ....$58,000 
2016......$62,000 

2017......$60,000 
2018......$68,000 
2019......$60,000 
2020......$36,000 
2021......$72,000 
2022......$73,000 
2023......$85,000 
2024......$72,000
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General Auction Woodworking Tools
Tools donated by Carroll Lutheran Village Residents 
Westminster, MD

Sears Craftsman 12-Inch Wood Lathe

JET 14-Inch  
Woodworking Band Saw

Sears Craftsman Combination 
Belt Sander/Disc Sander

Genie 16 Gal Wet/Dry Shop Vac

Porter Cable Plate Joiner

Delta 12-Inch Portable Planer

Sears Craftsman 6-Inch Bench Grinder

Sears Craftsman Drill Press 
with ½” Chuck
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General Auction Woodworking Tools
Tools donated by Carroll Lutheran Village Residents 
Westminster, MD

Delta Lathe

Sears Craftsman 12-Inch  
Band Saw

Wooden Hand 
Screw Clamps

Rigid Scroll Saw

Sears Craftsman 16-Inch Scroll Saw

SECO Model  
UFO-90  
Vertical Bag  
Dust Collector

Rockwell 1-Inch Sander/Grinder

Sears Craftsman Industrial  
Reciprocating Saw
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Delta 10-Inch Compound Miter Saw 
Donated by Ashby’s Agates, Westminster, MD

DeWalt Battery Operated  
Circular Saw 

Donated by Ashby’s Agates, Westminster, MD

New Stainless Steel Sink 
Donated by Ashby’s Agates, Westminster, MD

Sears Craftsman Router Table 
Donated by Ashby’s Agates, Westminster, MD

General Auction Woodworking Tools

2008 Carry-On Cargo/Tool Trailer – 6’ x 12’ 
Donated by Eugene Walbridge, Easton COB 

RYOBI Router Table Model RT501W 
Donated by Steve Hedges, Westminster, MD

B&K Precision  
Model 1431  
Oscilloscope 
Donated by  
Ashby’s Agates,  
Westminster, MD
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The Disaster Response Auction needs your donations, 
but please read this first…  

The Mid Atlantic District Disaster Response Auction Committee is deeply grateful for 
the many generous donations that make each year’s auction possible and profitable.      
We know that those who give have a sincere desire to contribute to a greater good.  
However, there are times when what is donated is not sellable. All leftover items must       
be disposed of and this costs the auction money—money that could go to Disaster Relief.  
The following lists will give you an idea of what/what not to donate.  

Items to Donate: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Contact Robert Wilson, Auction Manager, rwilsonauctioneer@gmail.com or 
240.344.3573 regarding your specialty item or with any questions concerning donations.  

Items that CANNOT be accepted: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

NOTE: All items donated should be clean, complete, and in good condition.             
Please no soiled, stained, damaged, broken/in pieces, or incomplete items.   

We need to be able to refuse any item(s) that we deem unacceptable or unsellable.                      
By reserving this right, we will make the auction more enjoyable. But, most importantly,                
it will be more cost effective and, therefore, more beneficial for those who need it most. 

     —Thank you from the Mid-Atlantic District Disaster Response Auction Committee  

If at all possible, please bring donations in on Friday, May 2, between 9:00 a.m. 
and 7:00 p.m.  On Saturday, May 3, please bring donations before 8:30 a.m.

• Appliances [i.e., washers/dryers, 
refrigerators, freezers]  

• Tires, wheels, unidentified automotive 
parts  

• Pianos/organs  
• Upholstered furniture  
• Mattress sets  
• Yard sale “leftovers”  
• Exercise equipment  

• Antiques  
• Collectibles  
• Coins  
• Hand-crafted furniture  
• New or like new household items  
• Theme baskets  
• “Brethren-related” items  
• Services [i.e., voice lessons, spa treatment]  
• Vacation home rental  
• Ltd. ed. Artwork [especially local interest]       

• Hand & power tools [power equipment marked 
with tag “WORKS”]  

• Vehicles, tractors, mowers, campers [in running 
condition with as much info as possible]  

• Lawn & garden items  
• Hunting gear/clothing [no guns/ammo]  
• Toys  
• Furniture [no upholstered furniture]  
• Small household appliances [i.e., mixers, 

blenders, microwaves, but only if they are new  
in box]

• Chipped, stained, or incomplete sets of 
china/glassware  

• Blinds, drapes, window treatments  
• Car seats, playpens, cribs  
• Paints, stains, household chemicals  
• Electronics [unless less than two years old and 

in box with all original manuals and parts] 
• Guns and ammunition
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HALLER BLANCHARD & ASSOCIATES 
LAND SURVEYING — LAND PLANNING

DAVID HALLER                                                            PHONE (301) 846-7788 
PRESIDENT/PARTNER                                                      FAX (240) 629-8071  
                                                                                                                              
P.O. BOX 1774                                                 HBASURVEY@HOTMAIL.COM
FREDERICK, MD 21702                                      HALLER-BLANCHARD.COM             
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Westminster 
Church of the Brethren  

 

19 Bond Street  

Westminster, Maryland 21157  

410-848-8090   
email: office@westminsterbrethren.org 

web: www.westminsterbrethren.org  

 

 

Glenn A. McCrickard 
Pastor 

 
   

We are a biblically grounded community committed to                 

Continuing the work of Jesus. Peacefully. Simply. Together. By:        

-creatively worshiping God with a unified Spirit;                    

-expansively studying what it means to be Christian;                  

-willingly reaching out to others in service, locally and globally;      

-intentionally supporting each other; and                  

-honoring Christ’s call to be peacemakers.     
              

WORSHIP INFORMATION                               
Worship  – 9:30am 

Morning Mingle  – 10:30am   
Sunday School  – 11:00am  

Elevator accessible      Electronic assistance for hearing impaired   

Come, worship, learn and serve with us! 
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“Great people are ordinary people with  
extraordinary amounts of  determination.”

Ordinary  
People Class

Hagerstown  
Church of  the Brethren
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District Disaster Coordinator’s Corner 
 

Galatians 5:13 “…serve one another in love”  
Thanks to all the volunteers who have given of their time and talents supporting Brethren 

Disaster Ministries (BDM) over the years at many sites around the country! Your willingness to help 
with childcare, rebuild homes, provide household support, cook meals, or help support BDM and 
its volunteers through your prayers, encouragement, donations, auction purchases, or by any other 
means, have made a tremendous difference to those whose lives have been impacted by natural and 
man-made disasters. 

A special thanks to those who volunteered, many over several weeks, to repair or rebuild the 
homes and enable homeowners to return to their homes. The Mid-Atlantic District (MAD) Church 
of the Brethren continues to be well represented by its volunteers who worked on BDM rebuild 
project sites in Dawson Springs, KY (tornado response) and Letcher County in Eastern KY (flooding 
response) in 2024, serving approximately 375 volunteer workdays, and are off to a good start in 
Letcher County, KY this year. 

Brethren Disaster Ministries provides help to people in need of assistance to regain use of their 
home after it has been damaged or destroyed by natural disasters. The program provides a helpful 
and safe environment for volunteers to assist in repairing or rebuilding homes and to provide 
childcare and hope to the homeowners. This is a great opportunity for people to use their talents 
and gifts, to teach others construction and household skills, to learn new skills, all while enjoying 
the comradery of fellow volunteers and helping those who are hurting and in need. Volunteer 
housing is provided, often at local churches or community buildings, where weekly volunteers and 
leaders stay, eat, and become more connected with the community. Volunteers DO NOT have to be 
Church of the Brethren members and DO NOT need to be skilled construction craft people. If you 
have a heart for service and Disaster Relief or a desire for a new challenge, please contact us and we 
can acquaint you with what to expect during a volunteer week and get you started toward a very 
rewarding experience. 

If you wish to volunteer or be notified of upcoming volunteer opportunities, please contact your 
church Disaster Coordinator or me at my contact information below. More information on BDM and 
current work locations may be found online at: www.brethren.org/bdm or by calling 800-451-4407. 

We still have the following weeks listed below to fill in 2025. We are also taking requests from 
groups as back-ups in case a currently scheduled group cannot participate. Full groups are limited to 
15 volunteers, half groups are limited to 7 volunteers. Weeks not listed below have already been 
assigned, but there may be openings for individuals or small groups within those weeks. If you have 
the desire to volunteer for a specific week, please let me know and I’ll check on availability.  

 
Date                                                      Group Size               Location 
June 29 - July 5, 2025                                    7                       Letcher County, KY 
August 3 - 9, 2025                                         7                       Letcher County, KY 
August 24 - 30, 2025                                    15                      Letcher County, KY  
August 31 - September 6, 2025                     7                       Letcher County, KY 
December 14 - 20, 2025                                7                       Letcher County, KY 

 
For opportunities to volunteer with Children’s Disaster Services, please call 800-451-4407, email 

cds@brethren.org, or check out the CDS website for information and training www.brethren.org/cds 
 

Thank you for your service! 
Jeff McKee 
District Disaster Coordinator, Mid-Atlantic District Church of the Brethren 
Cell: 443-547-5958  Email: jamckee26@msn.com

http://www.brethren.org/cds


HIGH VOLTAGE CONTRACTORS  

7 Potomac Street      Boonsboro, MD 21713  
 diamondhighvoltage.com 

 
   

Overhead & Underground High Voltage Wiring  
Underground Boring & Roadway Crossings 

24 Hour Emergency Service  
 

�   Poles & Transformers Set 
�   D.C. Hypot Testing 

�   Derrick-Pole Digging 
�   Cable & Pipe Tracing 

�   Industrial Control Wiring   
�   Bucket Truck-Trencher 

OVER 50 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
High Voltage Repairs 
Cable Fault Locating 

 

301-432-2200  

TOLL FREE 1-800-794-2486 

  DIAMOND  
 
 
                ELECTRIC 
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Thurmont Church of the Brethren

14 North Altamont Avenue 

Thurmont, Maryland 21788  
 

(301) 271-2634 
  

Sunday School 9:00 am  

Worship 10:00 am 

Children’s Church 9:00 - 11:00 am 
 

handicap 
accessible 
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Oakton Women’s Fellowship

Our annual Christmas Craft Show  
will be held this year on  

Nov. 21 & 22 
Oakton Church of the Brethren 

10025 Courthouse Road, Vienna, Virginia 
www.oaktonbrethren.org    703-281-4411 

 
At our show, we will have a variety of handmade crafts,  

baked goods, and craft supplies for sale. We also serve lunch  
featuring homemade soups, sandwiches and baked goods. 

 
Much of the money from this show is used for church related activities.
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Patron Ads 
THANKS DONORS ... $13,720 raised for Disaster Response this year. 

Patron –  Supporter* –  Sustainer ** –  Sustainer Plus***  –  Special Contribution****

FREDERICK 
Anonymous 
Janice Bowman 
Nelson Bowman 
Charles & Linda Bruchey** 
Nan Cronk-Walker 
Gary Crouse* 
Debbie Crouse* 
Judy Burrier 
Ed & Sandy Day 
Doretta Dorsch* 
Jim Dorsch* 
Frederick COB Deacons**** 
Mary Garst 
Ruthanna Geisbert**** 
Patti Grove 
John Grove 
Joyce & Tim Grossnickle* 
Diane & Vaughn Harshman 
In honor of Janice Harshman 
Bill & Nancy Hawkins 
David Jupin 
Judy Jupin 
Tom & Kim Long 
Galen & Janice Martin**** 
Allen & Janice O’Hara**** 
Daryl Poffenberger*** 
Ruth Poffenberger*** 
Martha Specht 
Bonnie Staley 
David Staley 
Alice Stup 
Alli Stup 
Hayden Stup 
Jamie Stup 
Neil Stup 
Donna Sturtz 
Myrtle Sturtz 
Olivia Sturtz 
Riley Sturtz 
Stephen Sturtz 
Emily Unger 
Katie Unger 
Kevin Unger 
Shannon Unger 
GLADE VALLEY 
Karen Anthony*** 
The Eastop Family**** 
Anna Lease in memory of Gareth**** 
Becky & Don Linton**** 
Carolyn Walker-Fitzgerald*** 
GROSSNICKLE 
Robert Lee & Betty Grossnickle**** 
Pam & Thomas Jouannet****  
Glenn Lantz**** 
Leroy & Sandy Masser**** 
Sandi & David Rogers**** 
Tina & Alan Spade*** 
Myralee G. Wiles**** 
HAGERSTOWN 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Jerry and Liz Ashby* 
Ed and Betsy Beachley* 
Lester and Esther Boleyn** 
Suzanne Buhrman 

ARLINGTON 
Alma Gallego* 
Don & Sue Hillmer*** 
Marcia Sowles*** 
Stephen & Amy Ziehm*** 
BEAVER CREEK 
Rachel Black*** 
Ann Eberly 
In memory of John Evans**** 
In memory of Tom & Dot Ferguson* 
Albert Fogle*** 
George & Debbie Keffer* 
In honor of Ella, Sara, & Kylee Miller 
Dennis & Jean Minnick*** 
Pat Monninger* 
Patricia Mose*** 
In memory of Edgar & Betty Pryor* 
BROADFORDING 
Theresa Burger* 
Ernie & Bernie Burkett* 
Ellen Davis*** 
Brenda Eisenman 
Roy & Debbie Harsh* 
Mary Hawbecker 
John & Pam Schnebly*** 
Kenneth & Diana Shanholtz**** 
Larry & Betty Smith** 
Betty Lou Wasson* 
BROWNSVILLE 
In Memory of Esther & Kenneth Bolt*** 
Lori & David Dagenhart*** 
Robert Deener 
Lenny Higdon 
William & Sandy Jones 
Esther Kidwell* 
Dave & Barb Nicodemus* 
Frank & Linda Sayler*** 
Elaine Smith 
Tina & Hannah Smith* 
Bill & Jackie Snoots* 
Sarah G. & Derek Uthman* 
Bruce & Betsy Warrenfeltz* 
BUSH CREEK 
Sue Esworthy****  
Bob Farmer**** 
Art & Diana Frank****  
Lou Gloyd**** 
Jack & Beth Green**** 
David Harshman in memory of 
  Pat Harshman*  
Elwood & Jean Hipkins 
Earl Kline in memory of Carolyn Kline* 
Pastor Wilkie & Donna Nunn* 
Rick & Nancy Pastor**** 
Anna Mae Poole**** 
JoAnn Schulze 
Sam Weinberg* 
Pastor Dawn & Jimmy Weller**** 
Gary & Karen White*** 
Hurricane Relief Collection****+ 
EASTON 
Geoff & Lee Ann Fox* 
Jim & Loretta Lohr****   
Bob & Judy Musch*** 

Tim and Lisa Bussard* 
Bill and Joanna Calimer 
Richard Clem 
Amy Clipp and Sandy Clipp** 
Joe Craig 
Mark Crilly 
Robin Davies 
Jim and Deanna Jenning 
Don and Linda Ebersole* 
Christine Ellis** 
Jack Finniff* 
Tom and Retta Fralin* 
Beverly Gearhart 
Bob, Nancy, Aaron, and Noah Gingrich 
Janet Goller 
Diane and Kirk Graham 
Ron and Amy Hardy* 
Chris, Julie and Brennan Herman* 
Scott and Judy Hood 
Nancy Hovis* 
Rebecca Jackson*** 
Heather and Larry Kees* 
Kathy Kelsey 
Frank and Sharon Kronawetter 
Daryl and Deb Long* 
Emma Lyles**** 
Mary Means 
Theresa and Larry Messer 
John and Carol Miller*** 
Nancy Mullinex 
Debbie Nycum*** 
Arn and Ann Platou 
Tracie and Joe Poteet 
Pastor Twyla and Don Rowe 
Brenda Shane 
Brian and Cinnamon Shay*** 
Doris E. Smith**** 
Eileen Smith* 
Ron and Elaine Smith* 
Rose Marie Snyder 
Sue and Loyal Vanderveer* 
Sharyn Watkins 
Judy Williams*** 
Ray and Wanda Winner* 
Suzie and Bob Wolfe****  
Burt Young 
LOCUST GROVE 
Ron & Sue Rudy**** 
Boe & Diane Smith*** 
Jan Walker**** 
LONG GREEN VALLEY 
Mike & Gail Hanes 
Kay Kearns 
OAKTON 
Anonymous**** 
Kim Ferrari*** 
Nicholas Forristall*** 
Marvin & Pat Reed* 
John Shafer*** 
Al Zebrowski*** 
SAM’S CREEK 
Lisa & Earl Dibert 
Rev. Paul & JoAnne Leatherman**** 
Billy & Nancy Horton*** 
Dorothy Saville**** 
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Patron Ads
John & Debbie Fritz 
Jason & Dana & Zachary Fritz 
David, Christina & Sophia Fritz 
In honor Sandra Grable 
In memory of Butch & Shirley Grossnickle 
Byron Grossnickle in memory of Ginny**** 
Mary Sue & Richard Grossnickle**  
In honor Donna Healy 
Granville & Joyce Hibberd** 
Bruce Hollenberg**** 
Pat & Byron Hollinger ** 
Linda & Ronald Hook 
Stephen & Kaye Horr**** 
Alice & Tom Houck  
Shirley Houck in memory of Richard 
Dawn, Zach & Rachel Hughes 
John & Jeanne Laudermilch**** 
Margie & Tom Legg 
Ed & Marcia Leiter** 
Pat & Sharon Linton** 
Pastors Scott & Britnee, Liana & Simon Linton* 
Rebeccah & Todd Lippy* 
Nancy McCuller in memory of Jim 
Robert McCuller  
Joan & Jeff McKee**** 
Catherine Mercado 
Michelle Miller 
Sandra & Francis Miller* 
Steven & Barbara Minnick**** 
Gary, Sheri, Joshua & Jessica Mosholder* 
In memory of Thurston & Lola Myers 
Brenda & Ed Palsgrove****  
Effie Pohlman 
Dan Replogle**** 
Nancy Shifler* 
Rhonda & Donald Smith 
Paul & Shirley Soper in honor of 
  great grands Rowen, Quinn, Lacey 
Linda Vitello* 
Amber Warfield, thankful to UBCOB 
J.R., Sarah, Kira & Sean Weeks  
Wayne & Sharon Weeks 

Fran & Herb Weller in memory 
  of Norman & Ruth Black**** 
James & Frances Wimmer 
Don & Andrea Wilson* 
In honor Rachel, Brady & Claire Winter 
Dale & Sandy Yingling 
In honor of Dot Hess Zepp 
WESTMINSTER 
Ralph & Lisa Blevins 
Barb & Bruce Darsch**** 
Miller & Connie Davis**** 
Ralph & Phyllis Dull*** 
Pat Ecker*** 
Linda & Jeff Ibex*** 
Bob & Becky Jarboe* 
Peter Maulo** 
Glenn & Nancy McCrickard* 
Ernie & Phyllis Rice* 
Susie Scott**** 
Lois Weaver 
Linda Witter* 
WOODBERRY 
Sherry Bell 
Joe Byers 
Nancy Dye 
Barbara Foltz 
Lee Foltz 
Hernan Henríquez 
Mary Hull 
John Hunter 
Linda Lehmann 
Janice Phillips 
Jimmy Vega 
Joe Vega 
Barbara Waybright**** 
Cathy Weyant 
John Weyant 
Fred Wilhelm 
WOODBRIDGE 
Charlotte & Cubby Bear****

THURMONT 
Dylon & Maria 
Gary & Nancy Daley 
Larry & Carleeyne Delawder                        
Dolores Fry                                
Joanne Gaver in memory of Jim Gaver 
Doug Gillock 
Dianne Marissael & Glen Gunter 
In memory of Andrew Holsinger 
Jim & Laurene Holsinger 
In memory of Ray & Gladys Holsinger 
Judy Knott in memory of John Knott 
Denton Krietz  
Frances Miller    
Doug & Joyce Minnick****                                                                                                                                                                          
Dawn Moser in memory of Joe Moser 
Olivia Myers    
In memory of Willis & Billie Smith                                                                                                
Billy & Barbara Wagner                                                         
John & Nancy Wine  
UNION BRIDGE 
Dean Altvater**  
Donna Barnett in memory of Wayne  
Jolinda & Robert Beers**** 
In honor of Charlotte Bernard  
Ken & Deb Black** 
Paul & Loriane Black**** 
Sara Black in memory of Selby Black 
Roy & Eleanor Black 
In memory of Ruth & Norman Black** 
Audrey Bowman** 
Beth and Steven Bowman* 
Barbara & Emmert Claar* 
Karen & Alex Dargavel in memory of 
  Margret & Harold Jennings 
In memory of Mildred Darnell 
John, Diane, Amanda & Kevin Davis 
Barry, Betsy & Michael Donahue   
Roy & Martha Domer**  
Carole & David Doody 
Dwight Dotterer**** 
Larry & Linda Eyler**** 

Special Contributions of $100 or more by:
Anonymous (Oakton) 
Charlotte & Cubby Bear (Woodbridge) 
Jolinda & Rob Beers (Union Bridge)  
Paul & Loriane Black (Union Bridge)  
Barb & Bruce Darsch (Westminster) 
Miller & Connie Davis (Westminster) 
Dwight Dotterer (Union Bridge)  
Larry & Linda Eyler (Union Bridge)  
The Eastop Family (Glade Valley) 
Sue Esworthy (Bush Creek) 
In memory of John Evans (Beavercreek) 
Bob Farmer (Bush Creek)  
Art & Diana Frank (Bush Creek)  
Frederick COB Deacons (Frederick) 
Ruthanna Geisbert (Frederick) 
Lou Gloyd (Bush Creek)  
Jack & Beth Green (Bush Creek)  

Byron Grossnickle (Union Bridge)  
Robert Lee & Betty Grossnickle (Grossnickle) 
Bruce Hollenberg (Union Bridge)   
Steve & Kaye Horr (Union Bridge)  
Pam & Thomas Jouannet (Grossnickle) 
Glenn Lantz (Grossnickle)  
John & Jeanne Laudermilch (Union Bridge)  
Anna Lease (Glade Valley) 
Paul & JoAnne Leatherman (Sam’s Creek)  
Becky & Don Linton (Glade Valley) 
Jim & Loretta Lohr (Easton) 
Emma Lyles (Hagerstown) 
Galen & Janice Martin (Frederick) 
Leroy & Sandy Masser (Grossnickle) 
Jeff & Joan McKee (Union Bridge)  
Doug & Joyce Minnick (Thurmont) 
Steven & Barbara Minnick (Union Bridge)  

The Bush Creek Church of the Brethren donated an additional $2,255  
Thank you!  

In the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, the Bush Creek Missions and Service Commission considered it essential  
to call upon the congregation to support Brethren Disaster Ministries’ effort in their response to devastated areas.  

The churches ‘answer’ was quick and overwhelmingly generous.  —Art Frank, Missions and Service Chair 

Allen & Janice O’Hara (Frederick) 
Ed & Brenda Palsgrove (Union Bridge)  
Rick & Nancy Pastor (Bush Creek)  
Anna Mae Poole (Bush Creek)  
Dan Replogle (Union Bridge) 
Sandi & David Rogers (Grossnickle) 
Ron & Sue Rudy (Locust Grove) 
Dorothy Saville (Sam’s Creek)  
Susie Scott (Westminster) 
Kenneth & Diana Shanholtz (Broadfording) 
Doris E. Smith (Hagerstown)  
Jan Walker (Locust Grove) 
Barbara Waybright (Woodberry) 
Dawn & Jimmy Weller (Bush Creek)  
Fran & Herb Weller (Union Bridge)  
Myralee G. Wiles (Grossnickle)  
Suzie and Bob Wolfe (Hagerstown)
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Please stop by the 
Pretzel Jar Booth 
to return your 
Pretzel Jars from 
last year. We will 
give you a large jar 
of pretzels FREE...   
IF you take them 
to your church, 
Sunday School 
class or job to 
share; leave the  
jar out all year to 
collect money for disaster response; and 
return it to next year’s Mid-Atlantic District 
Disaster Response Auction on May 2, 2026. 
Please total the contributions that you’ve 
collected and bring a check, payable to  
Mid-Atlantic District Disaster Response Auction. 

Please keep this fund raiser going 
for Brethren Disaster Ministries 
and Disaster Response!!!  
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Manor 
Church of the Brethren

18511 Manor Church Road 
Boonsboro, Maryland 21713 

 
Pulpit Supply Minister 

 
Worship Service: Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 

Bible Study 
 

Our congregation is active in community outreach programs 
 

Our church is Handicapped Accessible 
 

Facebook: Manor Church of the Brethren
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Please join us Sundays for 
Church School  10:00 AM      Worship Service  11:00 AM  

 
Weekly Programs: 

• Rainbow Preschool  • Blessings Box  • Fitness Classes 
• Martha Early Sewing Circle 

• Senior Social Events 

13002 Fitzwater Drive  •  Nokesville, VA 20181 
703-594-2685 

 
Visit us at: www.nokesvillecob.org or  

Facebook @Nokesvillecob for updated activities  

Nokesville 
Church of the Brethren   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Continuing the work of Jesus. 
Peacefully, Simply. Together.
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The Pathfinders -  
      Adults Looking to God for Direction

Frederick Church of the Brethren 
201 Fairview Ave.     Frederick, MD 21701 

 
Join Us Sunday Mornings   

9:45 - 10:45
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Beaver Creek Church of the Brethren
20402 Beaver Creek Road  •  Hagerstown, MD 21740 

301-791-6682 
Pastor 

Gabe Dodd 
 

Sunday School  
9 am 

 
Worship  
10 am
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10025 Courthouse Road, Vienna, Virginia 22181
(at the intersection of Route 123 and Courthouse Road in Oakton)

(703) 281-4411
www.oaktonbrethren.org

9:45 a.m. Faith Formation 
11:00 a.m. Worship Service

Co-Pastors Rev. Dr. Audrey Hollenberg-Duffey
& Rev. Tim Hollenberg-Duffey
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In Appreciation to 

Robert Wilson and  

Debbie Bittle-Wilson 
for volunteering their services as 

 auctioneer and clerk to  
 

W I N G S  
(Women In Need of God’s Strength) 

  

at their yearly auction at the 

Beaver Creek  
Church of the Brethren 

20402 Beaver Creek Rd. 
Hagerstown, MD 21740
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Woodberry Church of the Brethren 

 
3580 Poole Street  

P.O. Box 4844 
Baltimore, Maryland 21211  

 

 

Supporting the District  
Disaster Auction  

 
 

 
 Experiencing the Love of Jesus in the Heart of the City

Long Green Valley Church of the Brethren  

                                  “The Friendly Church 
       in the Valley.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
4800 Long Green Road Morning Worship 10:00 am 
Glen Arm, MD 21057 Sunday School 11:10 am 
(410) 592­9300  
Web Site www.lgvcob.org  Servants in God’s World 
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HARMONY  
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN  

3924 Brethren Church Road, Myersville, MD 21773 
1/2 mile off Rt. 40 between Frederick and Hagerstown  

 
Welcome! Jesus is Lord!  

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 9:30 a.m.  
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION all ages 10:45 a.m.   

   
301-371-4297 Church 

hcob@comcast.net  
 

We are a Growing Project congregation.

The Harmony Church of the Brethren is a group of believers bonded together by a new birth in the  
Lord Jesus Christ for the purpose of edifying each other according to the Word of God and endued with the power  

of the Holy Spirit so that we can effectively carry out the work of God in the world (Eph. 3:10, Col.1:12-29).  
We are a family and community-oriented body of believers in Christ that seeks to respond to needs in a caring  

way, living as committed disciples of Jesus; peacefully, simply and together in a country context. 

Established in 1870 - Until His Return!
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Downsville 
Church of the Brethren  

 
8228 Dam #4 Road  

Williamsport, MD 21795  
 

Location: 7 miles south of Hagerstown via 632  
1/2 mile south of Downsville on Dam #4 Road  

Closest Church to Shepherd’s Spring  
 

Wilkie Nunn, Pastor 
 

9:30 a.m. Church School 
10:15 a.m. Coffee & Conversation 

10:30 a.m. Morning Worship  
 

Our congregation is active  
in community outreach programs  

including the wider work of our denomination.  

 
“For the glory of God 

and our neighbor’s good.” 
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We support the Vision Statement of our congregation:
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“Jesus is Lord”

Monocacy Church of the Brethren  
13517 Motters Station Road, Rocky Ridge, MD 21778 

info@monocacychurchofthebrethren.org 
www.monocacychurchofthebrethren.org 

 
Church Office Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

(301) 271-3588 Worship 10:30 a.m. 

Est. 1853 until His return!

Ministry for Christ 
on the Ridge!

LONGMEADOW CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

Rev. Paul Leatherman III

(District 7 Congregation code 20-330) 

19642 Longmeadow Road 
Hagerstown, Maryland 21742 

Phone: 301-733-3250 
Office Hours: Tuesday - Thursday - Friday   9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

 
Church Office E-mail: lgmdwcob@live.com 
Pastor Paul’s E-mail: pnl1922@verizon.net 
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 Friendship Class

Bible Study for 
adults of all ages.

...that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven  
and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge  

that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
                                                                                             Phillipians 2:10­11 (NIV)

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. 
Morning Worship: 10:00 a.m. 

weltycob.com          

Mission Statement: Keep the word of God alive by sharing the joy, peace, and love of Jesus Christ with our community and the world.

13465 Greensburg Rd 
Smithsburg, MD 21783 
Phone: 301-824-3941 
weltycob@hotmail.com

WELTY CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
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Union Bridge 
Church of the Brethren 

124 S. Main Street • P.O. Box 518 • Union Bridge, MD 21791  

Church Phone: 410-775-2717  
 email:unbrb@verizon.net  

 

Britnee and Scott Linton 
Co-Pastors 

 
 

Sunday School 9:20 a.m. 
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.  

 

 A dynamic community of faith offering ministries for all ages.  
Adult Choir 

Weekday Preschool  

Vacation Bible School  

Bible Study Group 

 

Senior Adult Programs  

Children’s Library  

Service Projects 

Disaster Response  

 Summer Camp 

Quilting  

Prayer Chain 

Church Library  

Prayer Shawl Ministry
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Seaview Construction Services LLC

DAVID L. HALLER ______________________________________ 

CONSULTING SERVICES 
Local Governance — Administration & Operations 

 
 

301-524-1387 cell 
1316 Hamilton Blvd.                                                         240-707-6632 fax 
Hagerstown, Maryland 21742                                       dhaller@myactv.net
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WOMEN OF ACTION 
(Women’s Fellowship Group) 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRST CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
4500 Liberty Heights Avenue-Baltimore, Maryland 21207    410 367-5968 

Keith Carter, Pastor 

OUR MISSION 
Through preaching, teaching, and worshipping, we are a church seeking, reflecting  
and projecting the light of JESUS CHRIST in our community, our city, and our world. 

Easton Church of  the Brethren  

Peachblossom Congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Jody E. Gunn 
 

412 South Harrison Street  
Easton, Maryland 21601  

410-822-0475 
www.eastonbrethren.org  

 
email: 

eastonchurchofthebrethren@gmail.com 
  

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.  
Worship Service: 10:45 a.m. 
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SHOES & BOOTS BY: 
• Georgia • Chippewa • Wolverine 

 • Timberland Pro • Justin 
 • Durango Western 

 • Rocky • H & H • Thorogood 
 • Muck • KEEN Shoes 
 • Carolina • Lacrosse  

WORK CLOTHES BY: 
Carhart • Dickie • RedheadSince 1987

     301-898-5445 

P.O. Box 333  11339 Liberty Rd., Libertytown, Md. 
Visit us on the web at www.sunsetsupplyllc.com

Hours: Monday 8 am ­ 5 pm  •  Tuesday closed  
Wednesday­Saturday 8 am ­ 5 pm  •  Sunday 9 am ­ 4 pm 
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Union Bridge Church of the Brethren 

Bible Sunday School Class

by inviting people in... 
to discover...grow... 
share...live... 
God’s word... 
God’s love... 
God’s grace

Plymouth Lodge 

No. 143 A.F. & A.M. 

Chartered May 10, 1869

108 W. Locust St. 
Union Bridge, MD 21791 

Regular Communication 
2nd Tuesday - 7:30 PM
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Grable’s 
Commercial Painting

OFFICE 410-775-2434 
CELL 301-672-3383 
 
 
 

 
SANDBLASTING & PAINTING 
COMMERCIAL EQUIPMENT 

 
                                                11726 KEYMAR ROAD 
SANDY M. GRABLE      KEYMAR, MARYLAND 21757

In Memory of  
Shirley & Jake Altvater   

Members of the  
Union Bridge COB  

Volunteers  
clerk/cashier for  

Inaugural Disaster  
Auction in  

New Windsor, MD

PO Box 484  • 7th & Randolph Sts. 
Denton, MD 21629  • (410) 479-1330

Denton Church of the Brethren 
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.    Worship 10:30 a.m.

QUOTE by Pastor Matt Rittle | QUILT BLOCKS by Amy Ziehm | GRAPHIC DESIGN by Suzanne Ayer Lay

ARLINGTON CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
300 N. Montague Street Arlington, VA 22203 | www.arlingtoncob.org 

It takes
all of us

“ “
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 Religious Institutions 
Farms 

Commercial 
Commercial Auto 

Restaurants 
Garages 
Umbrella 

Cyber Liability 
Homeowners 
Personal Auto

Renters 

MD | PA | VA | DE | DC

149 North Edgewood Drive 
Hagerstown, MD 21740

301.739.0950 | 800.621.4264 
bmic.com

Protecting your peace of mind  

Follow us...

Proudly represented by  
Independent Agency Partners 

Our Products

Please note not all products available in every state

Insuring businesses, farmers and families for 128 years!
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Johnsontown Church of the Brethren 

PO Box 278, Hedgesville, WV 25427 
Ph:304-754-8668 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A community drawn together  
by the redemptive act of God,  

in and through Jesus Christ and empowered  
by the Holy Spirit for over 100 years.

Pastor: Dennis Rhoe 
304-267-2388 

 
Church School   10:00 a.m.  

Worship   11:00 a.m.
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Flower Hill Church of the Brethren 
7412 Muncaster Mill Road • Gaithersburg, Maryland

Come Worship with us 
Sunday: 10:00 am
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Midland 
Church of the Brethren 
 Sunday School: 10am  
Worship: 11am 
 
Pastor Richard Wehrle 
pastorrich@mcobva.org  
10434 Old Carolina Rd. Midland, VA 22728 
www.facebook.com/MidlandCoB  
(540) 439-3016 
mcobva.org  
 Sharing Jesus begins  
in our neighborhood!

 

 
 
  

Women’s Guild  
Come visit our lunch booth  

in the main hall at the auction.

          Children’s  
Disaster Services

For information on 

call 1-800-451-4407 or visit 
www.brethren.org/cds

Jeff Musselman 
Nextel Ph. 
301-748-1961 

MUSSELMAN 
EXCAVATING, INC.

301-898-7364  •  301-898-4244(fax)  •  P.O. Box 95, Libertytown, MD 21762

CO M M E R C I A L       AG R I C U LT U R A L       R E S I D E N T I A L  
FREE ESTIMATES 

Duane Musselman 
Nextel Ph. 
301-748-3270

Contract or Rental           Licensed & Insured
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SAM’S CREEK 
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

2736 Marston Road 
New Windsor, Maryland 21776 

Hours of Worship 
Sunday School....9:30 a.m.  
Worship.............10:30 a.m.  

  
Pastor: Paul N. Leatherman, Jr.  

11306 Mt. View Road 
Damascus, MD 20872  

Home Phone: 301-253-5469  
 

Assistant Pastor: Billy Horton  

samscreekcob.org 
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Sunday 
9:30 am   Sunday School 

10:30 am   Worship  
Wednesday 

1:30 pm   Bible Study

Pastor Brad Wibbing

505 Blossom Drive, Martinsburg, WV 25405 
304  263-7750     www.fellowshipCOB.org

http://www.fellowshipCOB.org


Photo taken by CDS volunteer of area burned in 2025 California wildfires. by Wendy Russell 
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Conexion Pasadena congregation was destroyed in 
the first days of the Eaton fire. Fortunately, Pastors 
Juan Pablo Plaza and Adriana Rios and their 
children were traveling at the time, so no one was 
injured. The church, located some miles away, did 
not have fire damage but a window that broke 
allowed smoke and soot to enter the church 
building. The Church of the Brethren building is 
also home to the Pasadena Mennonite Church, 
another non-denominational congregation, and      
a school. The process of cleaning and restoring 
began at the end of January with plans to return  
to worship in the building in mid-February.  

The district established a fund to support the 
pastors and other members affected by the fires    
in some way, such as fire damage, impact on 
livelihoods, and other ripple effects. BDM 
continues to discuss how Emergency Disaster 
Fund (EDF) grants might assist the district and     
its churches   with relief and recovery.  

CAL VOAD opened a seven-day Wildfire 
Resource Hub for wildfire survivors on           
January 27 which provided a unique opportunity 
for local and national non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs), including  faith-based 
organizations, to extend assistance as a 
complement to the efforts of FEMA and other 
federal  and state agencies. A multitude of services, 
supplies, and support were on offer for free, from 
financial aid, massage therapy, and new eyeglasses, 
to hot meals, groceries, and prescriptions.  Long-
time BDM partner Church World Service (CWS) 
played a key leadership role in the Hub. One of 
the CDS volunteer  teams provided a safe 
environment for children while their families 
focused on receiving resources and support.  

Shifting to long-term recovery after  a wildfire 
involves a massive effort to rebuild the devastated 
areas. This is particularly complicated in California, 
partly due to rising costs and regulations aimed at 
building back stronger to withstand the next fire 

or other disaster. Matteson 
and the BDM staff have been 
in close communication with 
local and national 
representatives of Mennonite 
Disaster Service (MDS), 
whose rebuilding program, 
which is similar to BDM’s, 
meets the requirements 
needed to work in 
California. PSWD members, 

The 2025 California wildfire season took the   
new year by surprise when five fires broke out on 
January 7, with five additional fires added within 
days. The two largest fires, Palisades and Eaton, 
fueled by strong Santa Ana winds, grew quickly 
and were not contained until January 31, after 
burning 23,707 and 14,201 acres respectively,      
in the Pacific Palisades, Altadena, and Pasadena 
communities. These two fires alone destroyed 
16,251 structures, damaged another 2,046, and 
caused 29 deaths. Residents of a large swath of the 
area north/northwest of Los Angeles were under 
various evacuation orders, affecting close to 
200,000 at one point.  

As Brethren Disaster Ministries’ (BDM) program 
of first response, Children’s Disaster Services (CDS) 
responded to the needs of children whose families 
were evacuated from and/or survived the fires. A 
total of 25 volunteers served in four different CDS 
teams, with the first teams arriving just a week 
after the fires began. These dedicated volunteers 
cared for 515 children in a little over four weeks.  

In addition to sending CDS teams, BDM 
immediately began monitoring the effects of the 
fires and the needs of survivors by contacting 
fellow National VOAD (Volunteer Agencies Active 
in Disaster) members; participating in calls and 
receiving updates from California VOAD (CAL 
VOAD) and its Los Angeles unit, the Emergency 
Network Los Angeles (ENLA), as well as local 
emergency managers. Importantly, BDM also 
reached out   to Russ Matteson, district executive      
of the Pacific Southwest District  (PSWD) of the 
Church of the Brethren, and district disaster 
coordinators (DDCs) Lois and Lindy Frantz. 
These efforts helped to keep BDM informed of 
the situation on the ground as it discerned how 
best to be engaged during both the short and the 
long-term response.  

PSWD’s Matteson shared the  initial news that 
the parsonage of the Church of the Brethren 

2025 California Wildfires: Responding to Short and 
Long-term Needs

continued on next page
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under the coordination of the DDCs, have already 
served periodically on MDS projects in response to 
other fires in the state. BDM and district 
leadership will continue to communicate with 
MDS to learn of opportunities to partner with 
them, including possibly sending volunteers to 
serve with them. Given the scale of the disaster 
that may be at least nine months or more away.  

CDS Volunteers Bring Comfort and Hope in California

organized by the California VOAD (Voluntary 
Organizations Active in Disaster) to serve families 
affected by the fires with supplies, services, and a 
place to relax away from the chaos of the disaster. 
CDS cared for the children while their 
parents/guardians sought assistance. The fourth 
and final team of volunteers arrived on January  
30 and set up in a DRC in Altadena, one of the 
hardest hit areas.  

Due to the scale and complexity of service 
needs during this disaster situation, CDS teams 
had to remain flexible. Several times during their 
period of service, teams were asked to switch 
between service locations, covering care for 
children across centers in six locations in 
Pasadena, Los Angeles, and Altadena. CDS 
associate director Carolyn Neher visited with    
each team, helping to coordinate their response.  

CDS volunteers cared for 515 children during 
the nearly five-week California wildfire response. 
Reporting on the number of children served, 
however, only tells a portion of the story. It does 
not fully describe the value of the service provided, 
especially as regards the beginning of a healing 
process for children. A volunteer serving at the 
Resource Hub observed how letting a child direct 
their play in a calm and safe space can help them 
process their experience and begin to recover.  

Late in the day a little boy was dropped off by his 
mother. When she was gone, he began crying and 
wouldn’t play. I held him and rocked and sang to him 
until he quieted and settled. He said he wanted to get 
down and I asked, “Would you like to play?” He said 
no. Another volunteer picked up pool noodles and 
started batting some balls around hockey style. He 
immediately grabbed a noodle and began playing. After 
a minute or so he paused and said, “My house burned 
down. I don’t have toys anymore.” And he continued 
to play. – David Franklin 
Like many CDS volunteers David reflected on 

another value of service with Children’s Disaster 
Services. He said, “I come home more blessed 
than when I left.” 

How can one describe the importance of bringing 
comfort and hope by giving caring support to 
others during times of crises? Children’s Disaster 
Services (CDS) volunteers answer that question by 
sharing their experiences. 

While working at the disaster recovery center, providing 
a space for children whose families had been affected by 
the [wildfire], I came across a couple with two young 
boys, one of whom was visibly upset and crying. When 
I told them we could take the boys to our play area 
while they took care of what they needed to do, the 
mother looked dubious and told me that one of them 
had autism and had a tendency to elope. I assured her 
that I was a retired special education teacher and had 
experience with children with autism. They brought  
the kids to our area. The boy with autism took a little 
while to settle in but soon both boys were playing 
happily with play dough and Magna-Tiles. When the 
parents came back, they told me they had been 
watching through the window and were happy to see 
him playing. They thanked us and said that they had 
been about to call the grandparents to come and get the 
boys because they had realized they wouldn’t be able to 
get anything done if the boys were with them. I said it 
must be hard to go through all of these changes with a 
child who needs his routine, and she talked a little 
about how hard it had been. – Andi Kuenning 
These children and their grateful parents were 

among many served by four CDS teams, totaling    
25 volunteers, who served in Los Angeles during the 
weeks when wildfires, especially the Palisades and 
Eaton fires which began on Jan. 7, 2025, engulfed 
the area. Two teams of seven volunteers began 
service on January 14 and 15, respectively, Upon 
their arrival at Disaster Recovery Centers (DRCs) 
opened by the Red Cross and FEMA, the volunteers 
set up centers to care for children, equipped with 
“Kits of Comfort” which include toys and art 
supplies carefully chosen to encourage creative play—
a key tool in helping children process trauma. 

A third CDS team, consisting of volunteers 
from the Los Angeles area and northern 
California, arrived on January 27 to serve for a 
week at the  Wildfire Resource Hub in Pasadena, 

CDS care centers have a variety of play materials. 
(Hurricane Milton response, Florida) by Beverly Eikenberry 

continued from page 86
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Bukavu also experienced looting after M23 took 
over that city.  

The current situation is part of a long history of 
violence by various militia and rebel groups in the 
eastern part of the country. M23 took over Goma 
briefly in 2012. Its latest resurgence began in early 
2022 in the areas north of Goma, resulting in the 
displacement of millions of people, with up to one 
million fleeing to the areas around Goma. Some 
lived in official Internally Displaced Person (IDP) 
camps while many lived in desperate makeshift 
camps on vacant land.  

As soon as the displaced began appearing 
outside of Goma in May 2022, the Congolese 
Brethren committed to providing them with 
whatever assistance they could manage. From 2022 
to 2024, in partnership with Brethren Disaster 
Ministries (BDM), the Congolese church received 
seven EDF grants totaling $221,500 to support 
humanitarian aid programs for carefully selected 
beneficiaries, concentrating on the most 
vulnerable, including households headed by 
women, youth, and the elderly; people who are 
disabled; orphans, young children, and school 
children; and pregnant women.  

An additional 400,000 displaced people sought 
shelter and aid in Goma as fighting increased in 
early 2025. Since then some areas where IDPs 
settled or squatted have been damaged or closed, 
with M23 telling the people to go “home”, 
although many of the homes from which they fled 
have been destroyed. The complex situation that 
existed before the invasion has become even more 
desperate and complicated. 

BDM staff have remained in contact, as much 
as possible, with the Congolese church leaders 
throughout the crisis. Relief planning for 2025 
that had begun prior to the takeover of Goma 

pivoted to an EDF grant of $30,000 to 
provide emergency aid to families in the 
town who have few resources to obtain 
food and water. Church leaders are 
distributing aid in small amounts to the 
most vulnerable church members and 
their neighbors, using care to avoid 
calling attention to the activities due to 
competition for scarce commodities 
and the possible presence of armed 
rebels, former soldiers, and criminals. 
Planning for an expanded and ongoing 
relief program continues between BDM 
and Congolese church leaders.  

On Jan. 27, 2025, M23, a well-armed rebel group, 
invaded the city of Goma, the capital city of about 
two million residents of the North Kivu Province 
in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DR 
Congo/DRC). M23 is widely accepted to be 
supported with funds, arms, and troops from 
neighboring Rwanda, although Rwanda denies 
involvement. Estimates are that more than 3,000 
people died, and thousands were injured during 
the advance to and takeover of Goma. As of mid-
February 2025, M23 had consolidated control 
over Goma, nearby mineral-rich areas, and the 
surrounding supply lines, and   had also taken 
over Bukavu, the capital city of the South Kivu 
Province. The M23 declared that it would 
continue marching until it reached the capital city 
of Kinshasa. Goma and Bukavu are the two largest 
cities in Eastern DR Congo. A majority of the 
Eglise des Freres au Congo (Church of the 
Brethren in DR Congo) churches are located in 
South Kivu. The situation was still changing as 
this Bridges went to print. 

The Goma occupation has been devastating to 
the Brethren members of Goma Center church 
and the recently planted Magunga church, located 
just outside the city near the camps for displaced 
people. Many church members have sheltered with 
host families in Goma. During the first chaotic 
days there was no electricity, markets and services 
were closed, and leaving one’s home for necessities 
such as water or food was extremely dangerous. 
Once the fighting subsided, the situation 
remained precarious and tense, with uncertainty 
as to who was responsible for authority in the city. 
While there has been no reported loss of life 
among the Brethren, there is limited access to food 
and water, partly due to the looting and 
destruction during the chaos of the first few days. 

Invaded and Occupied: DR Congo Churches 
Receive Aid

continued on next page
Congolese children displaced by violence received school kits (October 2024) 

courtesy of Eglise des Freres au Congo
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When the BDM Dawson Springs site closed, the temporary 
“cube” that was built specifically for housing BDM   
volunteers was torn down. This makes room for Habitat        
to return to regular operations in the building.     courtesy of BDM

Dawson Springs, Ky. 
After almost two years in partnership with 

Habitat for Humanity of the Pennyrile Region,   
the Dawson Springs, Ky., project closed. In this 
time, BDM helped to rebuild 53 new homes for 
families impacted by the 2021 tornadoes that 
ripped through the area just before Christmas.  

Thank you to all the volunteers and leaders    
who served on this site from January 2022 
through November 2024 to bring hope, and in 
some cases first-time homeownership, to the 
survivors we served. 

Letcher County, Ky.  
In September 2024, Brethren Disaster 

Ministries (BDM) opened a rebuilding project site 
in Letcher County, Ky., to support recovery from 
flooding in 2022. In partnership with HOMES 
Inc., a local organization, volunteers have been 
working on repairing damaged homes (with many 
being elevated) and working on new construction 
on higher ground properties to enable families to 
relocate out of the floodplains. 

Volunteer housing is located in                
Fleming-Neon, Ky., in multiple buildings owned 
by HOMES Inc. This project is scheduled to           
stay open through the end of 2025. Visit 
www.brethren.org/bdm/rebuild/projects for     
more information and to see videos about the 
impact of the flooding as well as what the BDM 
site looks like. 

Rebuilding Updates

Would you like to receive the 
Brethren Disaster Ministries  
Bridges newsletter?  
 

If you would like to receive Bridges by  

mail or email, you may contact us at 

bdm@brethren.org, or give us a call at  

800-451-4407. Bridges is also available  

online at www.brethren.org/bdm/updates. 

The programs of Brethren Disaster Ministries (BDM) and Children’s Disaster Services (CDS) cannot 
function without volunteers. The hands, hearts, and faith of volunteers are the lifeblood      of the programs    and ministry that transform the lives of those who are served. The BDM/ CDS staff help to facilitate and 

coordinate these ministries, but it is the volunteers that give this mission its wings.  One of the keys to the remarkable impact of these programs are the volunteer servant leaders who support and encourage other volunteers to accomplish this amazing program and ministry. Leaders help to create efficient and effective programs in the midst of chaos and foster meaningful volunteer experiences. They are usually recognized and encouraged by other volunteers who see servant leadership skills in someone with whom they have served. A committed and prayerful discernment process helps to identify those who are and are not a good fit for a BDM/CDS leadership role. A servant leader provides good communication and coordination of activities and may attend meetings representing the program area. They facilitate this ministry with a servant’s heart. A person does not need leadership 

Brethren Disaster Ministries

                                                 Rebuilding Homes   •  Nurturing Children   •  Responding GloballyVol. 25, Winter 2024

experience or to be a member of the Church of the Brethren to be called as a leader. All leaders are given experiential training, internships, support from the BDM office, and the tools to be successful in their role.  
Since the COVID-19 pandemic, volunteerism has decreased for most programs in the US. The programs of BDM and CDS, as well as the fundraising auctions, all need more volunteers. The need for volunteer leaders is even greater. Identifying additional servant leaders is the greatest challenge BDM and CDS    face today.  

Ways to Serve in Leadership:  BDM Rebuilding Program Leadership  Disaster project leaders (DPLs) provide the foundation of hosting on the Rebuilding Program sites, enabling the projects to offer a great volunteer experience while also delivering high-

is a program of the  Church of the Brethren

is a program of Brethren Disaster Ministries

For more information on Brethren Disaster Ministries   1-800-451-4407 
www.brethren.org/bdm

Construction disaster project leader Rex Miller (c) demonstrates the next step in building 

this deck for a home in Dawson Springs, Ky.  
by Benjamin Hoffmann
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Servant Leadership: Do You Hear the Call? 

Hurricane Helene struck Florida as a 
Category 4 storm on Sept. 26, 2024, near 
Perry, just about 40 miles south of the area 
that had already been damaged in early 
August by Category 1 Hurricane Debby. As 
the strongest hurricane on record to strike 
the Big Bend region of Florida, Helene was 
a major disaster, with a high tidal surge,  
very heavy rains, and wind that destroyed 
homes, businesses, and infrastructure. After 
landfall, Helene traveled north wreaking 
havoc in five more states (Georgia, South 
Carolina, Alabama, North Carolina, 
Tennessee). It slowed down over an already 
saturated mountain area of Western North 
Carolina, where it caused an unprecedented 
catastrophe, with historic rain-caused 
flooding and landslides. Every type of   
water channel swelled, washing away   
roads, bridges, and houses, sometimes    
with residents still inside. The search and 
rescue phase of the response took weeks.  
As of mid-October, there were still nearly 
100 people missing in North Carolina, and 
nearly 230 US deaths had been attributed 
to the storm as a whole.  

Brethren Disaster Ministries

                                                 Rebuilding Homes   •  Nurturing Children   •  Responding Globally
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Just two weeks after 
Hurricane Helene, 
Florida’s west coast was 
hit again by Hurricane 
Milton, a Category 3 
storm that came ashore 
near Siesta Key, south    
of Tampa, on Oct. 9.      
A wide storm, Milton 
impacted most of Florida. 
Ahead of landfall, its 
winds birthed multiple 
tornadoes, some of   
which caused devastating 
damage and deaths. 
Milton also brought a 
destructive storm surge, 
up to 18 inches of rain, 

and strong winds that caused flooding, 
destroyed homes, and and left millions    
of people without power. Through mid-
October some areas were still flooded, 
some rivers were still cresting, and there 
were reports of over 20 deaths.   

Churches, members, and communities  
in the Church of the Brethren 
Southeastern (Alabama, North & South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia) and  
Atlantic Southeast (Florida) districts were 
impacted by these destructive storms. The 
devastation from Hurricane Helene in 
Western North Carolina was particularly 
brutal, unexpected, and unprecedented.  

Responding to 
Needs of Survivors 
A key element of the Church of the 
Brethren Hurricane Response has been inter- 
secting partnerships and communication 
between Brethren Disaster Ministries (BDM) 
staff, district leaders, congregations, and 
individuals which has provided the 
opportunity for each actor to be aware of, 
and encourage, what others were doing 

is a program of the  
Church of the Brethren

is a program of 
Brethren Disaster Ministries

For more information on 
Brethren Disaster Ministries   

1-800-451-4407 

www.brethren.org/bdm

Hurricane Response 2024

Unprecedented and powerful flooding in Western North Carolina from 
Hurricane Helene caused immense damage that will take years to rebuild.  

Photo by Layne Andreana 
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CDS 2025 Trainings ..........................8

Rwanda 
During the takeover of Goma, the fighting 

spilled across the nearby border with Rwanda, 
with artillery killing two members of the Rwanda 
Church of the Brethren and damaging homes. A 
special offering by Rwandan Church members 
provided food, supplies, and cash assistance to 
these families. Church leaders created a relief 
committee that identified 11 households with 
severely damaged homes belonging to “poverty 
stricken and vulnerable households” and/or 
families which lost loved ones, including several 
church members. An $8,600 EDF grant is 
providing building materials and labor to repair or 
rebuild these homes.  

continued from page 88

http://www.brethren.org/bdm/rebuild/projects
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All BDM and CDS articles and financial charts in this booklet came from  

the Bridges, Winter 2025 edition, Sharon Billings Franzén, editor.

Children’s Disaster Services 2024 Responses

Location Disaster type Volunteers* Total work 
days

Hours  
served

Value of  
service**

Children 
served

Lakeview, Ohio tornado 6 18 144 $4,822.56 33

Minden, Iowa tornado 4 8 64 $2,143.36 1

Ironton, Mo. tornado 3 6 48 $1,607.52 0

Greenfield, Iowa tornado 4 8 64 $2,143.36 5

Sikeston, Mo. tornado 3 3 24 $803.76 12

Decatur & Rogers, Ark. tornado 9 14 112 $3,750.88 59

Roswell, N.M. wildfire 4 28 224 $7,501.76 0

Cuba, Ill. flash flooding 1 1 8 $267.92 1

Lake Isabella, Calif. Borel wildfire 3 18 144 $4,822.56 20

Lake Elsinore, Calif. Airport fire 4 12 96 $3,215.04 21

Fletcher & Asheville, N.C. Hurricane Helene 13 182 1,456 $48,761.44 193

Clearwater & Tampa, Fla. Hurricane Milton 8 112 896 $30,007.04 375

Camarillo, Calif. wildfire 6 18 144 $4,822.56 9

Totals 13 responses 68 428 3,424 $114,669.76 729

*Includes Repeat volunteers        **Estimated Value of Volunteer Services for 2024 was $33.49 per Independent Sector 

Children’s Disaster Services 2024 Volunteer Trainings

Date Location Type of training Participants Trainers* Volunteer 
 trainer hours

Value of       
service**

4/12-4/13 Ankeny, Iowa Level 1 13 2 40 1,339.60

9/27-9/28 Frederick, Md. Level 1 12 4 80 $2,679.20 

9/28-9/29 Modesto, Calif. Level 1 8 2 40 $1,339.60 

10/18-10/19 Victor, N.Y. Level 1 9 2 40 1,339.60

* Includes repeat trainers   **Estimated Value of Volunteer Services for 2024 was $33.49 per Independent Sector          

Brethren Disaster Ministries 2024 Rebuilding Responses  

Project location Disaster type Weekly 
volunteers*

Work 
days

Hours 
served

Value of 
service**

Families 
served

Rebuilding Projects

   Dawson Springs, Ky. Tornadoes 460 3,275 26,200 $877,438.00 26

   Letcher County, Ky. Flooding 184 1,268 10,144 $339,722.56 11

BDM Short-term Responses     

   Southeastern Ky. Flooding 18 93 744 $24,916.56 2

Totals  662 4,636 37,088 $1,242,077.12 39

* Includes repeat volunteers   **Estimated Value of Volunteer Services for 2024 was $33.49 per Independent Sector 
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Growing up in Lesotho, a small landlocked country 
inside of South Africa, I always dreamed of traveling, 
meeting new people, experiencing different 
cultures, and trying new things. But where I come 
from, traveling is a privilege, and for many, it 
remains just a dream. I didn’t have the money to 
explore the world, but I always believed that God 
has His own way of making things happen. In my 
case, that was through volunteer service. 

When I arrived in Letcher County, Ky., in 
September 2024 to begin my Brethren Volunteer 
Service (BVS) working with Brethren Disaster 
Ministries (BDM), I didn’t know what to expect. 
All I knew was that I had come to serve, to help 
rebuild homes, and to be part of something bigger 
than myself. My journey of service had already 
taken me to Canada, Zimbabwe, and Virginia, 
with each place teaching me valuable lessons about 
people, resilience, and the power of working together.  

As we rebuild homes in Kentucky, I realize that 
this experience is about more than just physical 
work. It is also about the relationships we build, 
the lessons we learn, and the personal 
transformation that happens along the way. I 
found more than just work. I found family, 
friendships, and valuable lessons that will stay with 
me forever. Before joining BDM, I had never done 
construction work. But today, I can proudly say I 
have learned skills I never imagined—flooring, 
drywalling, and so much more. By the time I go 
back home, I think I’ll be a professional!  

I have learned that service is not just about 
giving, it’s also about receiving. Every homeowner 
we helped had a story and through their gratitude 
I was reminded of the power of kindness and 
community. I also saw how strong human con-
nections can be. It’s never easy to say goodbye after 
spending a week working with a team of volunteers 
and leaders, but that’s the beauty of service—it 
brings people together in ways we never expect. 

As I reflect on this journey, I see how my     
childhood dreams have come true—not because        
I had money, but because I was open to opportuni-
ties and willing to serve. Service has taken me 
places I never thought I would go, connected me 
with people I never thought I would meet, and 
taught me things I never thought I would learn. 

I am grateful to every person I have met along 
the way: volunteers, homeowners, team leaders, 
local community members, and everyone who has 
been part of this journey. Each of you has played a 

A Journey of Service—My Time with 
Brethren Disaster Ministries  
By Keke (Lieketseng) Phooko, Brethren Volunteer Service volunteer serving with the BDM Rebuilding Program 

role in shaping this experience and I will carry 
these memories with me always. 

To anyone considering service, step forward, 
even if you don’t know where the path will lead. 
You may just find that in giving of yourself, you 
receive far more than you ever expected. 

Letter of Gratitude 
By Shane Witty, Habitat for Humanity of Pennyrile Region, 
Construction Manger 
It has been my pleasure to work with the Brethren 
Disaster Ministries (BDM) for the last months. 
The manner in which the entire organization 
handles their mission on a daily basis has been 
very impressive to be a part of and witness. Every 
leader, volunteer group and administrator has 
come with a wonderful attitude and will to work 
that is not often seen, even when you pay folks. 
Every Monday morning, I would come in and see 
a new group of volunteers with smiles on their 
faces, eager to work and willing to accomplish 
goals that they have set for themselves. They give of 
their time, skills, and knowledge with the best of 
intentions. In the 8 months I have been privileged 
to work with BDM, they have built 14 houses for 
tornado victims in Dawson Springs, Ky. 14! This 
has been along with numerous other projects in 
their community. BDM is a first-class organization 
with first class people from top to bottom. It has 
been a blessing to be associated and work with 
such an outstanding group of people. 

Keke (left) working to hang drywall with BDM volunteer 
Curtis Rink.                                                    courtesy of BDM
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Conflict in the Middle East: Building Dignity 
and Hope 
Since the attack on an Israeli community by 
Hamas militants in October 2023, and the war 
that followed, four Emergency Disaster Fund 
(EDF) grants totaling $115,000 have supported 
the most vulnerable people impacted by the 
conflict in Gaza, Lebanon, Israel, and the West 
Bank. As of mid-February, the Jan.19, 2025, 
ceasefire has offered some hope that the war may 
end. More than 50,000 people have been killed in 
the region—Israeli, Palestinian (94 percent of the 
deaths), and Lebanese—and there has been 
catastrophic building and infrastructure damage  
in Gaza. EDF grants to partners in the area were 
carefully considered while BDM staff worked on     
a response plan that matched the interest and 
support of church members.  

In October 2024, a $35,000 grant  to Lebanese 
Society for Education and Social Development 
(LSESD), a trusted long-term partner, provided 
support for families displaced from southern 
Lebanon by the conflict between Hezbollah and 
Israel. By October 2024, the conflict had displaced 
more than 100,000 in Lebanon. The grant 
provided food, hygiene supplies, mattresses, and 
blankets for 500 displaced families (2,000 people).  

In November 2024, two grants supported 
Palestinian families, including Christians. The first 
was a $25,000 grant to The Palestinian Conflict 
Transformation Center (Wi’am) to support 
specialized care for children in Gaza and the West 
Bank impacted by the war. Children are often the 
silent victims of conflict, enduring a war they 
cannot escape. The program includes providing 
safe spaces, psychosocial support, trauma-informed 
care, and community engagement, all of which are 
shown  to help reduce the long-term impact  of 
trauma in children. These services are combined 
with food aid and   other Wi’am programs to 
provide a comprehensive response.  

The second grant for $25,000 was to The 
Shepherd Society to provide relief programming 
for displaced Palestinians in Gaza and the West 
Bank. The Shepherd Society is the humanitarian 
outreach arm of Bethlehem Bible College, a 
Christian college located in the West Bank. This 
grant supports a larger program that includes 
emergency food distributions, the repairing and 
equipping of a medical clinic in Gaza, cold 
weather supplies such as blankets and coats, and   
a trauma counseling training program.  

A January 2025 grant of $30,000 is supporting  
a program for children in Gaza by International 
Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC). As part of a 

larger comprehensive program, these funds will 
support a project that aims to mitigate the adverse 
effects of continuous exposure to violence, loss, 
and displacement experienced by children in Gaza. 
It integrates protection programs, psychosocial and 
physical support, and recreational activities to 
provide children, half of whom have disabilities, 
with the necessary support and assistance to help 
them cope with traumatic experiences and regain a 
sense of security and well-being. 

BDM is also in discussion with other partners 
regarding the rebuilding of Gaza with a focus on 
medical clinics, schools, and shelter. If the ceasefire 
holds, additional grants supporting rebuilding are 
possible.   

Nigeria Crisis Response Update 
Planning for the 2025 joint response of the US 

Church of the Brethren and Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a 
Nigeria (EYN, the Church of the Brethren in 
Nigeria) was finalized during Roy Winter’s 
November 2024 visit to the EYN headquarters in 
Kwarhi, Nigeria. This was the first in-person 
meeting between Winter and the new EYN leaders, 
including Daniel Mbaya (president), Nuhu Mutah 
Abba (vice president), James K. Musa (general 
secretary), and Bitrus Duwara (director of Disaster 
Relief Management/ DRM). The time of meeting 
and fellowship with EYN leadership and the 
leadership of Kulp Theological Seminary was a 
wonderful reminder  of the hospitality that EYN 
shared even before the current crisis. 

Roy spent a significant amount of time with 
Bitrus and the DRM team to finalize the Nigeria 
Crisis Response program priorities for 2025 which 
include agriculture, education for children, food 
distributions, and clean water projects. A 
challenging issue is the high number of people 
who remain displaced from their homes due to 
ongoing violence.  These families often need help 
with food and livelihoods to survive, which limits 
the funding available to repair homes and resettle 
families in safer areas. DRM is working on 
identifying funding sources to enable the con-
tinuation of the crisis response after Church of the 
Brethren funding concludes at the end of 2026.  

Global Updates
The Shepherd 

Society 
supports food 

distributions to 
vulnerable 
families in 

Gaza affected 
by the conflict.  

Photo courtesy of  
The Shepherd Society  
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Let’s do it again! 

PLANT SALE! 
$3,436 raised for Disaster Response 
at 2024’s 

   NEEDED NOW are the 
plants YOU ~ our church 
members and friends, give so 
faithfully every year… 

Annuals  Perennials  Herbs  
Vegetables   Houseplants  

Berries   Shrubs  Trees  Vines  
Groundcovers  

   PLEASE label each plant.  
Suggest a price.  Bring all to 
the Ag Center before noon 
Friday, May 2, or early a.m. 

Questions? Arn Platou at Arnwrite@myactv.net 

                 HHELPLPING U US                  
AsAs M Mennonite ennonite Churhurch  h  
vvolunteerolunteers s somometimesetimes 
worork alonk alongsgside ide ChurChurch h 
ofof th the Be Brethrthren n                     
volunteerolunteers r rebubuilding ilding 
homeshomes a at Bt Brethethren en  

DisDisasaster Minister Ministrtriesies’ ’ ssites, ites, 
so, too, too, a, are ge growerers f from om 
both denboth denominaominationsions      
helping wihelping with thith this y yearear’’s s 
PPlant Slant Sale to ale to bebenefnefit it BDMBDM!
Among oAmong our helur helperers ar are…  …    
SSunnyunny M Meadoeadows G Gararden den 
CenterCenter...near Boonsboro, Md.  
Sunnyunnycrcresest Ft Fararm & Hm & Home ome 
CenterCenter…near       Smithsburg, Md.  

Saturday, May 3.  THANKS!!! 

Let’s do it again! 

$3,436 raised for  
Disaster Response at 2024’s 

PLANT SALE
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CHURCH 
  
Glade Valley, Bush  
Creek and Locust Grove  
Frederick 
Bush Creek 
       
Flower Hill 
Union Bridge 
Union Bridge 
Frederick 
Westminster 
Sam’s Creek 
Frederick 
Frederick 
Union Bridge  
Union Bridge 
Hagerstown

BOOTH 
  
Breakfast 
 
Lunch 
Bake Table 
Ice Cream 
Vegetables/Fruit Salads 
Water/Candy  
Crafts 
Turkey BBQ 
Dessert 
Books 
White Elephant 
Country Ham Sandwiches 
Specialty Theme Baskets 
Pretzel Jar 
Plants

BAKE 

SALE

800-451-4407 or www.brethrendisasterministries.org
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From the North:  
(directions given from Hanover, PA to the Ag Center) Take Rt. 94 
South (becomes MD Rt. 30 at the state line). Follow 30 to Manchester 
and turn right on Rt. 27. Follow Rt. 27 to Rt. 140 East (in 
Westminster). Turn left onto the ramp to 140 East and travel to the 
first traffic light. Turn right onto Center Street. Take Center Street 
through two traffic lights to Gist Road. Turn right on Gist Road and 
follow signs to new entrance. Turn right onto Ag Center drive.  
   
From the South: 
Take Interstate 270 North to Rt. 27. Follow Rt. 27 to Kate Wagner 
Road. (Kate Wagner Road intersects Rt. 27 before you reach the city    
of Westminster.) Make a right onto Kate Wagner Road (which 
intersects Rt. 27 at a traffic light) and follow approximately 1.2 miles.  
Turn left onto Gist Road. Continue on Gist Road until you reach 
Smith Ave at stop sign. Continue on Gist Road about 1/2 block and 
make left at Ag Center entrance,  
   
From the East: 
From Baltimore Beltway 695, take Interstate 795 north toward 
Westminster. Follow the signs onto MD 140 and take 140 into 
Westminster. Turn left onto Center Street. Take Center Street 
through two traffic lights to Gist Road. Turn right on Gist Road 
and follow signs to new entrance. turn right onto Ag Center drive.  
   
From the West: 
Take I-70 East to the Mt. Airy/Route 27 Exit. Head North on Rt. 27 
toward Westminster for approximately 15 miles. Make a right onto 
Kate Wagner Road (which intersects Rt. 27 at a traffic light) and    
follow approximately 1.2 miles. Turn left onto Gist Road. Continue  
on Gist Road until you reach Smith Ave at stop sign.  Continue on 
Gist Road about 1/2 block and make left at Ag Center entrance.
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Disaster Response Auction 

Carroll County Agricultural Center 
Shipley Arena 

706 Agricultural Center Drive, Westminster, MD 21157 

May 3, 2025 
 

Events 
          Breakfast................................7:00 – 9:30 a.m. 
            Plant Sale ........................................8:00 a.m. 
            General Auction Begins ....................9:00 a.m. 
                (Tools to be auctioned at 10:00) 
            Specialty Auction..............................9:30 a.m. 
            Child Care....................10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
            All Food Booths..............................10:00 a.m. 
            Lunch ..........................10:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
            Meditation ....................................12:00 noon 
            Quilt & Comforter Auction ..........12:15 p.m. 

www.madcob.com/disaster-response-auction

Directions to the Auction inside this page

Please bring your chairs!
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